Planning Application
by Puy du Fou UK
Land North-West of Bicester

s STATEMENT OF
' COMMUNITY
" INVOLVEMENT

Real Estate Communications

August 2025

PuypuFou

UNITED KINGDOM




REAL ESTATE

COMMUNICATIONS

Statement of Community Involvement

Puy du FoWK Ltdg LandNorth West of Bicester

August 203

INTRODUGCTIQN ...ttt r e e e e e e e e e e e et bbb aa s e e e e e e eeeeeeb bt n e e e e aaaeeeeesbennannns 3
OULlINE Of thE PrOPOSALS......cci i e e s e e e e e s e e e e e s annreees 3
NALIONAI PONICY CONEXL.......eieiieeeiet ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e s r et e e s e s s b b e e e e e e e e eannbrereeeeeeanns 3
[ oTor= 1 o To] [Ty VA o] 0] (=)« AN PSSP 4
(O00] g R W] L= 10T RS (=1 =T |V PP |

CONSULTATION PROGRAMME ...ttt e ettt e e e e e e e e e eebenaes 5.
First public consultation JUly 2024.............ouiiiiiiie e 5
Second public consultatianFebruary 2025..............oiiiiiii 8
Sector SPeCIfic CONSUIALION BVENLS. ..o it e e e e e e e e e e e e snrraeeeeeeeaanes 12
Y= LT aTo] (o [=T gy g =T =Y 1] T RO PSRP 13
1LY ]| PP PPPPPPPPPPTPUPRT 18
I AAG2NA L YEQ.  LRAAAZNE LI Y. S, 18

CONSULTATION FEEDBACK ... ettt e e e e et e ettt a s e e e e e e e e e eeseebbaa s 19
Consultation feedback iN NUMDELS........coii i e e e e reeeeas 19
MEIN ISSUES TAISEM.......teeeeiiiie ettt e ettt e e e st e e e mt et e e e e e e e aab e e e e nnnn e e e e annees 19
FaY o] o] [Tor= T =] 0T LT =TT 20

CONCLUSIONS. ...ttt oo oo e ettt et b e e e e e e e e e ettt aeba b e e e e e eeeeeeeeebsbbbnaaeeaeaaaaeennnes 32

APPENDICES ...ttt e e ettt ettt e et e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaaaaaaaas 33
Appendix A First consultation letter t0 reSIdeNntS...........ooeeeeii i 33
Appendix B; Consultation notification letter delivery area................ccooooecciciiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 35
Appendix @ Social MEAIA AUVEIL............oiiiiiiie e e e 36
Appendix Og First consultation letter to stakeholders. .........cuvviiiiiiiiiii e 37

Pagel



Appendix E Media coverage in January 2028..........ccooooiiiiiiiiiiee e e e 39

Appendix FE First consultation WEDSITE...........cciiiie e, 44
Appendix G; First consultation exhibition DOArds.............cccuiiiiiiiiiiiii e 54
Appendix H; First consultation event flyers, BICESIEN........uuii i 58
Appendix K First consultation event flyers, OXfArd. ..o 59
Appendix & Second consultation letter to reSIdENLS........ccocccciiiiiieerre e 60
Appendix K Second consultation letter to stakeholders...........ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 62
Appendix Lg Second consultation social media advert..................ooo oo 64
Appendix Mg Media coverage in JANUANY 2025.........ccouiiiiiiiiiiieee e e e e e e e e e e 65
Appendix N; Second consultation WeDSIte UPUALE............eeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 71
Appendix Q; Second consultation exhibition DOArdS............oooiiiiiiiiiiii e 84
Appendix R; Second consultation event leaflets, Banbury..........cccccvvvvii s 91

Page2



INTRODUCTION

Outline of the proposals

Real Estate Communicatio(REChasproduced this Statement of Community Involvemé8CIpn behalf

oft dzZ2 Rdz C2dz | YAGSR YAY3AR2Y [ AY kdipdrRofanOutindZ8annidz C 2 dz
Application for

Tourism development, including outdoor and indoor theatres, restaurants, hotels, conference
facilities, offices, warehousing and storage, security control centre, medical centre, animal facilities
(including stables, aviary, animal sheds), laundry faeitity workshops, and supporting

infrastructure including waste management centre, wastewater treatment facility, energy centre and
substations, photovoltaic (PV) solar panels, water storage tanks and pumps, lakes and water
management systems, structurahidscaping, internal footpaths, internal vehicular routes, active
travel routes, parking and access (Outline Masterplan).

This document sets out thfellowing:

1 The wlicy contextfor consultation

T Activity undertaken to engageffectivelyand consult witHocalresidents, businessesd
stakeholders

1 How issues raised have been addresisgthe PlanningApplication

Quite obviously there has been extensive dialogue acrosschlhical matters undertaken by the wider
design teamwhich is quite appropriately detaileglsewhere in the suite of applicatia@ocuments.

National policy context

TheGovernment considers prapplication engagement and frontloading of work prior to the submission of
a planning application as key to ensuring timely decision making, with reduced delays and cost to the
applicant, whié also achievindpetter quality outcomesParagraphgl0-42 of therecently revised Btional
Planning Policy FramewofikPPFjefer to the role of preapplication engagement with the community in
detail. The guidance advises that:

1 Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the
planning application system for all parties, and good qualitygmelication discussion enables
better coordination between public and private resources and mwpd outcomes for the
community. (Paragraph40)

1 Local planning authorities should encourage applicants to engage with the local community before
submitting a planning applicatio(Paragraph41)

1 The more issues that can be resolved at the-gpplication stage, the greater the benefits
(Paragrapht2)
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Local policgontext

/| KSNB St f 5 AZQfandptedioctbbr@g20) stataBey cencourage developers and promoters for
large scale development to undertake their own consultation and engagement process with locakpeople
(Paragraphb.2)

I LILX AOFyda I NB NXBI dzi NB R In@ar® suNdigsignMbich 2ag indluleS-préNd O 2 v & dzf
application consultation, the Applicant should eat: what consultation was undertaken; and how any and

all comments received have beaddressed in the evolution of their design and the detail of their propésals
(Paragraphb.2)

Consultation strategy

Puy du Fou is a less well known concept in the UK. RE@Grecommendgenuine and very wideanging
consultation exerciswith stakeholders to describe tHeackgroundand corceptof Puy du Fou. Where
possible Puy du Fotnas offered and taken key local stakeholders site visits toexisting parksn Franceor
Spain so that they can fully understand what a Puy du Fou park looks like, see behind the scenes how it
functions technically, and undeend its unique nature.

The consultation strategy for the project cdrus be describedn outlineas follows:

T July 2024 Public announcement of the project amtial formal public consultation event (over
three days in Bucknell, Bicester and Oxfotd)explain what Puy du Fou is, where the $itK is
located andorovide abrief overview the plan for the URark toencouragenitial public comments
to help the detailed design of the propaisThis first consultation was purposefully undertaken
before any detailed plans for the proposed Pahad been developed 2 f 2 O f LIS2 L)X SQa&
be taken onboard upfrort and built intothe designteanf®d St NI @ GKAY { Ay 3

1 July 2024 to date Constantinformalengagement with national, regional and local groups on an
ongoing basis; at the time of publication this has amounteduer 250 meetings to date, and will
O2y AydzS RdzNA Y 3 isgussion dn@ detertinaticizidhis planiing applidatidR

1 February 202% Second formal public conkation event (again over three days, this time in
Bicester, Banbury and Bucknell), to describmore granuladetail theevolvingdesign of thePark
including the transport strategy and other issu&his second consultation was purposefully
undertakenlongd ST 2 NB WaOKSYS FAEQ &2 GKFG lFyeé | RRAGAZ
people could be addressed during this later design stage

1 August 202% Submission of thisG8document describing the aboy®ocessin detalil
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CONSULTATION PROGRAMME

Firstpublic consultatiorg July2024
Aim

The aim of thidirst consultation was to introduce the Puy du Fou brand to the loeaimunity, identify the
Ste that had been optioned and introduce the concept of what was being proposed.

Public notifications

On 6 July024 letters were deliveredoy Royal Mail t&31homes and businessés the vicinitythe Ste,
informing them about the proposals and the consultatidheletter can be seen at Appendixof this
report, and map of the delivery area is shown at Appendix B

Social media advertising

To raise awareness of the consultation more widely in Cherwell and Oxfordshire, adverts were run on
Facebook and Instagram for the duration of the consultatishich were seen by over 20,000 people in the
local areaAn example of the advert can be seen at Appendix C.

Informing stakeholders

On 6 July, letters were sent by post and email to local stakeholders, to inform them about the proposals and
invite them tothe consultation An example of this letter can be seen at Appeiix

The followingkey politicaly representativestakeholders were informed in writing:

MP for Bicester and Woodstock

CherwellDistrict councillors

Oxfordshire County Couhtgadership andlivisionmembers
BucknellParishcouncillors

Stoke Lyndarishcouncillors

1 CaversfieldParishcouncillors

= =4 —a —a A

Media coverage

To promote the consultation through the media, releases were sent to local media outlets. The consultation
events were covered widely, including by the BBC and Oxford Mail. Cuttings of these stories can be seen at
Appendix E.

Consultation website

The consultationwebsite went online prior to the start of the formatonsultationperiod at
www.puydufouconsultation.co.ut@nd has remained online since with updatesiich is reproduced at
AppendixF
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http://www.puydufouconsultation.co.uk/

This website included:

= =4 -8 8 —a A 9

)l

An introduction to Puy du Fotheir history, and concept for @dKPark

A map and description of théte

Information about the heritagearchaeologylandscape, andcological constraints

An early concept masterplan

Information aboutt dz& R dapp@achzBsastainability

Description of the growth, employment, and educational opportunities for the local area
Information about transport and access, including how sustainable transport will be encouraged
Advertisements for the consultation events

Ways to respond to the consultatiana web form, an email address, and telephone number

Public exhibitiors

Between T-19 July2024 three publicconsultationdayswere held at Bucknell, Bicester and Oxiortese
gave people the opportunity to learn more about the proposals and speak directly to represenfatives
Puy du Fouits planning consultants, transport consultargad other associated professional advisors

Theeightexhibition boards displayed at these events are shown at Appéhdikieboard contents covered:

= =4 -4 4 -4 —a - -2

Welcome to the event

Why locate here

Being a good neighbour

Early outline masterplan

Commitment to sustainability

Boosting the local and regional economy
Access and transport

How to respond to the consultation

The firstconsultationdaywas held at Bucknell Village Hall in BuckoeMWednesday 17 Julgetween1400
1930hrs In total, 133 people attended the exhibition, including:

= =4 —a -

Bucknell Parishouncilors
Stoke Lynéarish councillors
BicesterTown councilors
Cherwell District ward membsr
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[Bucknell Village Hall pubkionsultatiori

Thesecondpublicconsultationdaywas held at Weyland Hall Bicestettown centreon Thursday 18 July
between1200-1900hrs.

Tofurther publicise tle event, flyers were handed out in Bicester Town Centre on the day of the exhibition.
A copy of thifflyer can beseenat AppendixH. In total, 140 people attended the exhibition, including:

T CherwellDistrict councillos
9 BicesterTown councillors
1 Oxfordshire County division memiser

[Weyland HallBicester public consultation]

Thethird consultation dayvas held aWesley Memorial Churdin Oxfordon Friday 19 July between 1200
1800hrs Again flyerswere handed outin Oxford City Centren the day of the exhibitionwhich can be seen
at AppendiX. In total, 33 people attended ik exhibition.
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[Wesley Memoriél hurclﬁ)xford publioconsultatior]
Over the threegpublicevents 306 stakeholders and local residents attendetbtal.
Business breakfast

A business breakfast event was held at Weyland Hallnnmsday 18 July to consldical businesss and
organisations about local, regional, and national economic impacts Puy du Fougeoeldte Aformal
presentation was made by the Puy du Fou team and a Q&A followest70 peoplefrom more than60
local businesses and organisations were inyitat more than twenty peoplattended.

[Weyland HallBicester business breakfast event

Second public consultatiapFebruary2025
Aim

The aim of tle second consultation was to remittge local community of wh&®uy du Foare andbegin to
explainthe details of the proposeBark at an early enough stage for losthkeholder® 02 YY Sy (i &
taken into consideration and inform traesign of theesultantPlanningApplication

Public notifications

On28 January02, letters were delivered by Royal Mail&66homes and businesses surrounding ite,
informing them about the proposals and the consultation. The letter can be seen at Apgdeadikthe
delivery area was the same as seen at Appendix B.
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Informing stakeholders

On28 January025 letters were sent by post and email to local stakeholders, to inform them about the
updatedproposals and theecond round o€onsultation. An example of this letter can be seen at Appendix
K

The followingkey politically representativetakeholders were informed in writing:

MP for Bicester and Woodstock

Cherwell District councillors

Oxfordshire Countieadership andlivisionmembers
Bucknell Parish Council andradlighbouring parish councils

= =4 -4 -

Social media advertising

To raise awareness of the consultation more widely in Cherwell and Oxfordshire, adverts were run on
Facebook and Instagram for the duration of the consultation, which were seen bg@&0&0 people in the
local area. An example of the advert can be seen at Appéndix

Media coverage

To promote the consultation througlocalmedia,releases were sent to local media outlets. The
consultation events were coveraddely, includingy the BBC, Oxford Mail and Banbury Guardian. Cuttings
of these stories can be seen at Appenidix

Consultation website

The consultationwebsite wasupdated for the second round abnsultation andvasonline for the duration
of the consultation atvww.puydufouconsultation.co.utand remainnline andhas beerregularly
updated). The updated websités reproduced at AppendiX.

This website included:

1 Background to Puy du Fou and thiearks

Why this location

Updated masterplan map

Information about three proposed hotels
Phasing plan and map

Local context and constraints

Mitigating impacts on views, noise, and light
Transport and access, with details about cycle routes, public transport, and access and parking for
private motor vehicles

Ecological constraints anqmtoposed improvements
Waste management

Surface water and foul water management

Light and pyrotechnic impacts

Energy use and generation

Conservation, habitat creation, and biodiversity

E N N -
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http://www.puydufouconsultation.co.uk/

Sustainability objectives

Local economic benefits, including visitor spemely jobs, and training opportunities
Advertisements for the consultation events

1 Ways to respond to the consultatiana web form, an email address, and telephone number

= =4 A

Public exhibitiors

Between6-8 Februan2025 three publicconsultation daysvere held aBicester, Banbury, and Bucknels
well as a consultation presentatidar studentsat Banbury andBicester Collegélhe event in Banbury was
specifically at the request of the local authorifyhese were attended by representatives from Puy du Fou,
their planning consultants, transport consultantandscape cosultants and technical consultants covering
waste water, light and noise

Thetwelve exhibition boards displayed at these events are shown at Appéddixd covered:

Welcome to the event

Masterplan map

INIA&GQa AYLINBaaizy 2F (KS LINRPLRZAaSR RS@St2LIVSy
Phasing plan and map

Transport and access

Noise and light impacts and mitigations
Water and waste management

Energy needs and generation

Environmental and biodiversity improvements
Economic benefits

Project timeline

How to respond to the caultation

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 4 A -8 -8 -8 8

=

The firstpublic consultation dayvas held atWeyland Hall in Bicestéown centreon Thursday 6 February
from 12001900hrs In total, 115 people attended the exhibition, including:

BicesterTown councillors

Stoke Lynéarish councillors

CaversfieldParish councillors

9y It lFyRQa 902y2YAO | SINIftFyYR
Chiltern Rail

Bicester Bike Users Group

Bicester Village

Bicester Vision

Warwick Castle

Dorchester Homes

=4 =2 =8 -4 -8 -4 -9_-95_-5_-°
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[Weyland Hall, Bicester public consultation]

Thesecondpublic consultation dayas held athe Whately Hall Hotdh Banburytown centre on Friday 7
February from 120A.900hrs Twoleafleteershanded out flyers in Banbury Town Centoeurther publicise
the event, whictcan be found at AppendR In total, 83 people attended the exhibition, including
representatives from

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

MP for BEanbury

CherwellDistrict councillors

Cherwell District Council officers

Banbury and District Twinning Association
Banbury Job Centre

Banbury Museum

Banbury Local History Society

Oxford University

Warner Bros

[Whately Hall Hotel, Banbury consultation event]

Thethird public consultation dayas held at Bucknell Village HallBBucknellIn total, 83 people attended
the exhibition, including:

1 MP for Bicester and Woodstock
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Oxfordshire County Council division memnber
Cherwell District Council councillors

Bicester Town councillors

BucknellParish councillors

HetheParish councillors

1
1
1
1
1

[Bucknell Village Hall public exhibitjon

Adedicated eventvith a presentation and Q&A sessiaas held for students @anbury and Bicester
College in Banbumyn 7 February 202fom 10061100hrs.In total, around 70 students and staff attended.

Over thefour events, 35 stakeholdersstudentsand local residents attended.

Sector specific consultation events

Due to the unusuand uniquenature of the Puy du Fou proposal, it welearthat several different types of
organisations thatvould notnormallybe consulted during a typical prapplication consultation process
should be engaged.hus,severalsector specific consultation events have been organised.

Hotels event

On 15 May 2025 Experience Oxfordskinel TheRanddph Hotel jointly hosted an event specifically aimed
at the hotel sector in thevider local area This was an occasion wherergpresentativesrom the
hospitality sector could be briefed and exchange their views with Puy du Fou on the proposals.

Oxfordshire attractions event

On 16 July 2025 a further event for all types of attractions across Oxfordshire was held, arranged by
Experience Oxfordshire and hosted by Bicester Hotel andA$pand50 attendees representing many

Pagel2



different hotel brandsattended and engaged in a wigdanging discussion on the potentially positive impact
on the local hotel sector.

Heritage assets event

On 30 July 2025 an event was hostedhsy Historic Houses Association a@thydon House wherround
40representatives from heritage assets operatedtyy HHA as well &@nglish Heritagandthe National
CNHzaG 6SNB FofS (2 KSIN)Io02dzi t dz2 Rdz C2dzQ& LINP LR A

Farming event

There is a planned farming summit in September 2025 for local estate owners and farmers to connect with

Puy du Foutbegintoo dzA f R G KS f 20t adzZlJL) ASNI ySiig2N] F2N G§KS
already delivers in France and Spain, whed® 0f all the food served onsite comes from withih5km

radius of theParks.

Stakeholder meetings

Whilst the Applicant is a Frandmsed orgaisation, therehas always beea commitment to prioritise in
person engagement where possiblednsurethe commitment tomeaningful engagment could be
achievedMoreover, with the lack on angasilycomparableoperation in the UK, it has beappropriatefor
Puy du Fouo offer detaileddescriptions ofts business and its model as well as explaining its plans for the
proposed UKPark.

Therefore, a extensivgorogramme of individual face to face and online meetingse beerundertaken to
consult with, inform, andjather feedback from as many stakeholders, organisations and groups as possible.
Consultation meetings have been conducted, sometimes several times, with the following organisations

Organisation Comments

Central government

Department for Business and Trade

Department for Transport

Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport

Office for Investment

Calum Miller MP

Sean Woodcock MP

County Councils and regional government organisations
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Oxfordshire County Council

As well as briefing relevant memberkget

I LILX A Ol y (i QBasnietSoffide3 ghali S|
regular and ongoinbasisunder the terms of the
Planning Performance Agreement covenmgtters
including transport, minerajenergy, sustainability
and waste

Gloucestershire County Council

Thames Valley Police

Cherwell District Council

District councils

As well as briefing relevant memberket

I LILX A Ol y (i Qbas mRebaifiteByia G S |
regularand ongoing basis under the terms of the
Planning Performance Agreemeott matters
includingplanning, ecology, landscape,
environmental health, visual impact and
sustainability

Cotswold District Council

Oxford City Council

Stratford-on-Avon Council

SouthOxfordshireDistrict Council

Vale of Whit Horse District Council

West Northamptonshire Council

West Oxfordshire District Council

Bucknell Parish Council

Parishand town councils

Including representatives from NORW2PDFouUK

Ardley with Fewcott Parish Council

Bicester Town Council

Hethe Parish Council

Heyford Park Parish Council

Middleton Stoney Parish Council
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Stoke Lyne Parish Council

Including representatives from NORA/No2PDFoL

Stratton Audley Parish Council

Upper Heyford Parish Council

Weston-on-the-Green Parish Council

Bicester Bike Users Group

Chiltern Railways

oyt yRQa 902y2YAO |

St

National Highways

Network Rail

Oxford Bus

Stagecoach

Cultural and heritage groups and organisations

Arts Council England

Ashmolean Museum

Bicester Motion/Bicester Heritage

Birmingham Stage

Blenheim Palace

Broughton Castle

Claydon House

Creation Theatre

English Heritage

Experience Oxfordshire

Historic Houses Association

Mill Arts Centre
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National Trust

Royal Shakespeare Company

{KF1SaLSINB5Qa . ANIKLIX I
{KF1SaLSIFNBQa 9y3fl yR
Visit Britain

Visit England

Waddesdon Manor

Environmentalorganisations

Environment Agency

Natural England

Woodland Trust

Business groups

Albion Land

I

Banbury BID

Bicester Village

Bicester Vision

DorchesterGroup

Enterprise Oxfordshire (OXLEP)

Great WolfLodge

Jobcentre Plus

Mountpark/OXSRR

Skywave Gin

Silverstone

Silverstone Museum

Tritax BigBox
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Tusmore Estate

Universal

Trade associations

Association of Leading Visitdkttractions

British Association of Leisure Parks, Piers and
Attractions

Amenity groups

Banbury Local History Society

Bicester Local History Society

NAFYyQa | A&d0G§2NE DNR dzLJ

A small membership group of local residents
interested in history

Detectorists Institute

Elmsbrook ResidenfAssociation

Local Equestrian Group

Residents involved with horses in the local area

Oxford Local History Society

Oxfordshire Young Farmers

We Want Puy du Fou

Education groups

Acer Multi Academy Trust

A supporters group entirely independent of Puy d
Fou run by localolunteersupporters

Activate Learning Trust

Alliance Francais

CoTrain

River Learning Trust

Trade wmions

Bectu

Equity

o
8
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This meeting programme is an ongoing process with many more meetings either already arranged or
planned in the coming months.

Site visits

Puy du Fou is a unique conceytichhas no canparableoffer like it in the UKThus it is very hard for British
people to conceptualisehat a Puy du FoBarklooks like how it operates or indeed what its impact is in
reality. All the organisationsvhich have beemet, includingrepresentatives othe small local opposition
group, have therefore been offered site visito the Parks in France or Spaim order to discover not only
the shows but also the backstage areasd see for themselves the regliof how the existindgParks operate
In addition, they were offered the opportunity to meet local experts atBaeks, to provide detailed and
technical answers to any questions rais8dme groups have taken us up on this gff@tably groups
related to tourism, culture, heritagetc. Puy du Fowvill continue to offer site visits to any formed group
throughout the lifetime of the application so that people can see and understand the incredible offer
benefits and impact oPuy du Fou

Historiaré &lvisorypanel

In addition to this meetings programmBpy du Fotnas met with a selection of nationally, regionally, and

locally prominent historians to form a consultative panel of respected experts on British history which will

meet periodically throughout therojectto helpadvise Puy du Fou da)which periods of historgould be

coveredin its showsand(b) helpS RdzOF 4§ S | YR Ay T2 NX t givig thedrte@etezsay ONSB |
localBritish historicalinderstandingo be able to create the show$he firsthistorian panel meetings

planned for September 202%vith further meetings plannedn an ongoing basksroadlyproposed to be

every quarter.
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CONSULTATION FEEDBACK

Consultation feedback in numbers

Apart from the two formal consultation event8uy du Fou, REC, and members of the design team to
date undertaken oveR50 meetings with nationalregional and local organisatiossice the launch in July
2024. In addition to verbal comments made at consultation events and in meet@@gsyritten comments
were received during the consultation:

1
1

126 duringthe consultationeventsin July 2024 and February 2025
138by email, telephone, and through the website

Main issuesaised
In general, the feedbadkom the extensive consultation undertakérmsbeenoverwhelminglypositive from
almost every single organisation consultetid has consistently ranged acrdiss following topics

= =4 —a A

1

High quality of the Puy du Fou off@nd its uniqueness in the wider UK tourism market

Appreciationand excitement athe scaleand ambitionof the proposeddevelopment

Excellent locatiorfor the proposal

Availability ofexisting public transport linkand the considerable focus on promoting visitor public
transport use

EEGSyid (2 6KAOK GKS t I NJ]Qa thsS & 2 dzlffodBedftémiSaon 3y K|
how it will relate to nearby neighbours in Bucknell, Bainton and Stoke Lyne

Employment benefits for the wider region and the considerable early effort that has been put into
planning for thiswell in advance of thactualplanningsubmission

TKS OSNE WINBSYQ yIFGdz2NBE 27F (KS theNBtad2xpdriénde amd2 (G K 7
0KS WwWol O] 2 Faspettsi@gisie etefgd degeiatibh, fainwater harvesting, water

treatment and recycling ej¢cand

EEGSyid (2 6KAOK GKS 1'LILIX AOFYy(d KFIa 32yS WiKS SE(

Inevitably, there have been some concerns, mostly of a more technical and planning naturecavitieh
raisedbroadly grougd aroundthe following key themes:

1

Transport infrastructureand trafficg How will the transport plan work, what changes are being

proposed to local roads and public transport?

Environment, ecologypiodiversityand wildlifehabitats¢ What steps are being taken to positively

impact upon the local environment?

Site suitabilityg Whywas this specific site selected?

Consultation and mgagemenic How will the consultation be undertaken, and how will local

LIS2 L) SQa 02y OSN¥ya oS KSI NRK

Noiseg2 K4 gAff GKS y2AasS AYLIOG o0S F2NI 20t @At
Lightg What will the light impact be at night for nearby residents?

Air qualityg Will there be any negative air quality impacts from the proposed development?
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1 Jobs careersandinvestmentg In an affluent area with low unemployment, where will Puy du Fou

find its staff?

1 Puy du Fou as a tourist attraction and experieqd¥hat assurances can the Applicant give that the

Park will be a quality experience for future visitors?
9 Utilities and infrastructure capacitgyHow will the Applicant source the energy and water needed
from the constrained local supplies?
9 Historical accuracg How will a French company accurately portray British history?
1 Social responsibility and ethical valugels Puy du Fou @esponsible and appropriate organisation to
operate the proposed destination?

Applicant response

Thetable below describe how the application responds tthe concerngaised for each of these key

themes as follows:
Issue

Transportc active travel

Transportc train capacity

General commerg

Cycling and walking provision is
being actively promoted through
the provision of new
infrastructure on the local
network and improvements to
the public rights of way around
and near to the Site, better
connecting the local communitie

Rail transport will play a key role
in moving visitors to and from thi
tIFN] FYR . AO0Sai
connections were an important
aspect of the initial selection of
this Site for the planned
attraction. The Transport
Assessment submitted with the
plaming application details how
the target 0f50% ofdaytime
visitorsarriving by sustainable
transport will be achieved. Puy
du Fou and its transport
consultants worked with Chiltern
Railways and East West Rail
throughout the consultation

Specific response

Diversion of3x PROW/that
currently cross the Site replaced
with a 5m wide new PROW
around the entire Site linking to
other existing or proposed
PROW, as well as a new
segregated cycle route from the
Site adjacent to the B4100 linkin
up with the existing cycle rout at
Elmsbook. Full details can be
seen in the Transport Assessme

Puy du Fosupported Chiltern
Railway<bid for new rolling
stock on the London t@Vest
Midlandslines by writing to the
Rail Minister at the time of

I KAt G S N3fundingbidt & |
submission. The recent
announcement of thesuccess of
that bid, andwith new rolling
stock being incrementally
introduced on the line between
Aug25 ¢ Dec26, will provide a
significant upgrade for
passengers both through the
quality of the new carriagesnd
their much greater capacity due
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Transportc train timetabling

Transportc train station
improvements

Transport¢ bus services

process and will continue to do
S0 as the application progresses

Theabove upgrades will result in
Chilern Railwaysntroducing

new timetables fronDec 26. This
will further improvethe ralil
experience of passengers and
make provision fofuture Puy du
Fouvisitors

to longer trainsIn addition,East
WestRail will launchbeforethe
opening ofthe proposed Puy du
Fou ParkThis will mean there
will be a significant upgrade in
rail capacity before Budu Fous
operational

Puy du Fou will be working
closely with Chiltern to ensure
any new timetables are related t
the arrival/departure patterns of
visitors

Aspart ofthe Qutline Planning
Application Puy du Fou is
proposingvariousupgrades to
both BicesteiNorth and Bicester
Village stations to include shuttle
bus parkingwaiting areas and
passenger shelterss well as
other upgrades to lift capacity
and passenger toilets planned b
Chiliern Railways Full details can
be seen in the Transport
Assessment

Negotiations are ongoing with
the relevant local authorities ah
Stagecoacko improvethe route
500,the existing bus route which
runs near to thedte, via &ction
106 funding

In addition the Transport
Assessment explains in detalil
how the shuttle bus service
would operateto/ from Bicester
North, Bicester Village and the
dte. These shuttles would have
dedicated electric vehicles
efficiently transporting Park
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Transportc coach services

Transportc road improvements

Transportg cars

There will be regular significant
coach visits to th&ark
predominantly due to larger
group trips, most particularly
schoolvisits

Puy du Fou &s a significant
advantage over other attractions
as(a)its Parks areticketedand

(b) 97% of tickets are booked
online in advanceThis means it
is easier foPuy du Fou tdoth

guests, similar to the Bicester
Village bus shuttles and other
tourism destinations across the
UK, providing traffic relief and ar
environmentally friendly way to
visit the Park

Puy du Fou and its transport
consultants have liaised with
Oxford BusStagecoactand
National Expresw ensure that
the plannedmobility hubwill
have relevant facilities for visitin
coaches

Puy du Fou has proposed a
number of interventions,d be
funded bythem, to ensurethe
continuedsafe and smooth
running d the localroad network
oncePuy du Fouraffic is taken
into consideration These are
explainedin detail in the
TransportAssessmenand are
adzo2So4 G2 | W
I LILINR | OKQs 2 @S
Transport Working Group which
will meet regularlyThis new
groupwill meet on a regular basi
to review the operation of the
transport strategy once the Park
is built. Any ongoing readial
mitigation will be financed from &
sustainable transport fund which
will be paid for by an agreed
percentage of Puy du Fou car
parking receipts

The modelling has provahe
plannedroad access to thé&ark
works well Thusthe fundamental
road traffic routingremainsvia
the M40, explicitlyvia unction
10, (in addition to subsidiary
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Environment, ecology,
biodiversity and wildlife habitats

understand its travel impact and
also to manage its visitor flows

Asis a normal part of any
TransportAssessmentafull
transport modelling exercise has
been completed to moddgh) the
existinglocal oad junctiord Q
baselineand (b)the impact of
Puy du Fouraffic upon the
relevantroadjunctions(including
other committed developments).
Thiswork has been overseen anc
validated by Oxfordshir€unty
Gounciland itstransport
consultants

The Site has been intensively
farmed for many years and the
many site surveys have shown if
has limited ecological value in its
current state

A43/A34 traffic) to Banyards
Green andhen along the B400.
In addition to providingoad
directions onthe Puy du Fou
website and on every ticket sqld
similar to other tourism
destinations across the worldhd
using curreniexperienceand
existing relationships France
and SpainPuy du Fou will work
with navigation service providers
such as Waze, Google Maps etc
to ensure the preferred route to
the Park is via Junction 10 by
default

As part of the Outline Planning
Application, a full Environment
Assessment has been prepared.
which shows a significant
opportunity to deliver a major
increase in biodiversity and
wildlife habitats. The Site is
already home to three ancient
woodlands, whos protection will
in fact be improved through the
introduction of a protective
buffer around each woodland
and correct management where
required. Puy du Fou will be
planting around 20,000 new tree
to join and connect with the
existing woodland, creatindné
first new20 hectare forest in
Cherwell for generations, as wel
as planting over 5km of new
hedgerows and hectares of
biodiverse meadows.

Thus locally important wildlife
will be fully protected by the
proposals and due to the increas
in plantingg new trees,
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Site suitability

Public exgagement

Following a site selection proces
lasting over two years, the land
north west of Bucknell was
chosen as it fitted the site
assessment criteria best. This
included requirements such as it
availability, suitability to meet
the requirements, and
accessibity from existing
transport infrastructure

Puy du Fou has conducted a vel
robust engagement process
lasting over a year, including twc
in-person, formal consultation
events as well as widenging

meadows, screening/bunding et
¢ is likely to very significantly
expand. This will actively deliver
on the aims of théf'usmore and
Shellswell Park Conservation
Target Areastatus that covers
part of the Site

Availabilityc An agreement has
been reached with the
landowners to purchase the Site
The Site is in one, single
ownership which greatly aids its
deliverability.

Suitability¢ The size, status, and
nature of the Site makes it ideal
to host a Puy du Fou Park. The
Application areas around 18
hectares, with no statutory
landscape, ecology, or heritage
designations like AONB or greer
belt status, and crucially the Site
is able to support the major
ecological and environmental
works to create the large green
spaces synonymous with a Puy
du Fou Rrk.

Accessibility; The Site is located
near two train stations, Bicester
North and Bicester Village, whicl
both have regular direct trains
running to London and
Birmingham. Moreover, the clos
proximity to Junction 10 of the
M40 provides road links to these
major population centres

Through this extensive and
thorough engagement, Puy du
Fou and its design team has
gained valuable insight and
feedback that has helped shape
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Noise

Light

and ongoing meetings with local
authorities, residents'
associations, parish and town
councils, amenity groups,
heritage organisations, educatio
providers, business institutions
and many more

A full noise assessment of the
Site has been carried out,
including a detailed survey
establishing existing baseline
acoustics of the Site at a numbe
of different locations around the
Site.Existing background noise
levels are quite high due mainly
to the continuous M40 road
noise The assessment provides
separate analysis for both
outdoor shows (including the
night show) and pyrotechnics,
which are proposed to be used
towards the end of the night
show for a very short duration

Afull lighting assessment of the
Site has been carried out,
evaluating the three main lighting
effects: light spill, sky glow and
glare

the proposals and opened new
partnerships

Having modelled the potential
noise impact from the Site, the
relevant technical consultants
have concluded that with
appropriate mitigationputdoor
show noise (including
pyrotechnicswill not result in
significant adverse effects on
nearby residential properties,
which are some distance away

During the daytime, there will be
no discernible light impact.

At night, there is already
considerable impact from
Bicester, Ardley, Cherwell Valley
Services, the Viridor ERF, Junct
10 etc, visible throughout the
night. Existing woodland and
mature trees as well as the new,
dense landscaping, planted
bunding etc will very largely
screen the Site from local
residents so it is likely that very
little, if anything, will be
specifically or individually
noticeable to them.
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Air pollution

Livestock

Jobs

There is nanaterialimpact on air
pollution from the propoals
Despiteclaims from an
opposition group, there is no
adverse impact on the Site from
the nearby Viridor ERF facility

Puy du Fou will house many
different animals on the Site, as
they do at their Parks in France
and Spain. There has been no
evidence of adverse impact on
their own animals, or any other
animals housed near to either
Park. It is considered that the
situationwill be the same for the
UK proposals. Indeed, Puy du F
works with many animal welfare
organisations

At opening, Puy du Fou UK will
generate 700 direct jobs and an
estimated 2000 indirect jobs.
Once fully developed thBark

will generate 2000 direct jobs
and an estimated 6000 indirect
jobs. The overwhelming
percentage of these roles will be
drawn from the local and
regional economy

The assessment concluded that
any potential impact is thus not
significant

Oxfordshire and the surrounding
local authority areas are
generally high employment and
low unemployment areas. Wiail
some of this employment may
inevitably come from out of area
Puy du Fou operates a strategy
GFrNBSGO WwWt20Ff ¢
LJS 2 LBuySd0 Bou haerged a
working relationship with the
main local college education
provider, Activate Learning, and
are already working with them tc
shape their existing courses to
feed the future Puy du Fou
workforce. There is a neat
synergy between the 30@Ip
types nee@d and the existing
courses already on offer at
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Investment

Puy du Fou Uks a £600 million
investment into the local and
regional economy which will
create employment, services ani
considerable local business
growth

' OGADEGS [ S NYJ
campuses.

Furthermore,Puy du Fou hamet
with the local Jobcentre Plus
explicitly to begin the
conversation on howhey can
playa keypart in addressing the
small pockets of deprivation that
do exist in what is an otherwise
affluent areaPuy du Fouwvill

work with Jobcentre Plus locally
to target workless households
and long term unemployed, evet
LR GSYydArfte a2z«
2Nl Q GNFYAYyAy3
the skills and training to easily
access the jobs market.

Puy du Fou haalso already
engaged with the two main
unions that covetheir area of
business operations

Their track record in France and
Spain demonstrates that, quite

F LI NI FNRBY t dz
investment, when the Park
opens, for every £1 spent inside
the park, £3.20 is spent by
visitors in the local economy, in
local hotels, B&Bs, restaurants,
cafes, bas and other retail. Puy
Rdz C2dzQa QAaAdG:
heritage locations as well.

Puy du Fou also always aim to
source their food and beverage
offer locally. In France 70% of
food served in the park comes
from suppliers within 150km of
the Site. Puy du Fouwill work
closely with local farmers,
suppliers and artisans to ensure
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Puy du Fou experience

Water ¢ connection

Water ¢ fresh

Puy du Fou is not simply a
developer; it is an operator of
history-themed experiences. In
France and Spain 65% of Puy di
C2dzQa @Aaiidz2Na
customers. Puy du Fou is
therefore focused on making the
visitor experience as seamless ¢
possible. For exapte, their
journey into and out of the park
must be enjoyable and efficient.
¢ KdzA t dz22 Rdz C2«
completely aligned with local
residents

Puy du Fou and its design team
haveliaised with Thames Water
which hasho concerns about
supplying mains water to the
Ste. No mains water supply is
proposedfrom Bucknell. The
supplywill be connected and
extendedfrom existing mains
suppliedocatedat either(a)
north of the Site near the
junction ofthe B4100/The Green
or (b) south of EImsbrook near tc
the junction ofthe B4100/A4095
Mainswater will be delivered
from theseexisting mains
supples, stored onsite and then
repressurised fodistribution and
use onsite as/when required,
thus havingno peak impact on
surrounding local villages

maximum local economic impac
andto showcase local products
and expertise

As is normal, oncthe schemeis
consented Thames Water will
carry outadetailed modelling
exerciseand Puy du Fomay
need to make a financial
contribution toreinforce

WdzLJa G NBFYQ 2 F ¥
facilities

Potable (ie fresh water) usage h
been ninimised for sustainable
consumption Potablewater will
only be used for
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Water ¢ wastewater

Water ¢ rainwater

Energy

All wastewater (drained, flushed
or otherwise capturedyvill be
pumped toanonsite wastewater
treatment plant (WWTRAImost
allthe reused watewill beused
onsitefor irrigation of the
gardens andoilet flushingand
other greywateruses.Someuwill
be stored inonsitetanks and dry
basins for dry periodsThis is
exactly the ame systenwhich
has been iroperation atPuy du
C 2 dztedch Park for many year
and is very sustainable

Locally, here is a ery significant
volume of rainwater annually

Puy du Fou has an agreement
from SSEN for the energy
required for the early years of th
t FN] Q& 2LISNI {A:
du Fou will also be generating

hotels/restaurants, food
preparation, drinking and
washing

There will be b connection to
the Bucknell pumping station ant
all wastewatemwill be retained
onsite Thusthe only water
leavingthe Ste will be excess
rainwater after peak weather
events

The proposedystem capacitys
required to manage a 1 in 100
year event plua 40% climate
change resilience

Rainwater will be harvested and
managed/attenuated for slow
release vialry basins onsite
Some will be used untreated for
irrigation), and some treated via
the WWTP

By wingthe proposed extensive
dry basinsrainwaterwill be
storedonsiteandanyexcess
released ira controlled flow over
time, unlike present huge peaks
The surveys show that the Site
doesnot naturally flow into
BucknelVillage
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History accuracy

Values

significant energy from PV cells
the park. Once the current grid
upgrade is complete, planned fo
the mid 2030s, Puy du Fou will
then be able to secure
committed agreement for when
the Park is fully developed

History can be a sensitive topic;
many historians have profoundly
different views on specific
historical events. In the film and
TV industry, Ridley Scott, James
Cameron and more recently
Hilary Mantel in her Wolf Hall
trilogy have been both acclaimet
andcriticised for their retelling of
historical events or their
portrayal of historical characters
There is also a separate but
related argument between artist:
and historians who often argue
about the difference between
pure history and the creative
licenceartists need to portray a
historical story in a format that
works on stage or screeRuy du
C2dzQ& S E LIS NAiSay (
hugely contentious issue of
debate in France whereas it is
rarelymentioned in Spain. The
millions of annual visitors to Puy
du Fou come to see amazing
family entertainment based on
historyirrespective ofacademic
debates

Like any reputable companiypuy
du Fou hasn excellent track
record of working positively with
government and local authorities
in France, in Spain and many
other countries representing all
political persuasions from Left to

The newly recruite@ll-British
historiard &lvisorypanel,
described earlier in tis report,
will help Puy du Fou ensure that
all the British history showcased
in the Park is accurate. This is tr
same approach undertaken in
Spain when Puy du Fou created
their Spanish park, to much loca
acclaim

There have been some rather
lurid and inaccurate allegations
made by a small number of loca
opponents to the project. For the
record, Puy du Fou has no links
Russia, nor does Puy du Fou ha
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Right. Puy du Fou neither areligious orRight wing political
criticises nor condones any agenda

political party or political

organisation
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CONCLUSIONS

Puy du Fou is an awawdnningvisitor attraction in France, and more recently in Sp#iat is seeking to
develop a site near Bicester. The unique nature ofdfganisation the proposal itself andtrack record of
wider national, regional and local benefits tRarks in France and Spain have generdta¢k required a
bespoke consthtion strategy.

This SCI hatemonstrateda very throughongoingand responsive programme obmmunity engagement
and consultatiorwhichhasincluded in summary:

1 A consultation website, which B&ad well over17,500visitorsthroughout the pre-application
consultation periodo date

1 A series of consultation days in Bucknell, Bicester, Banbury, and Oxford, whiglmtuest 800
individualvisitors

1 More than 250 meetingsto datewith stakeholdersat national, county, district and parish level, and
includingtransport, heritage, culture, business, education, lah@urd amenity groups

The public had many opportunities to view and comment on the plans as they evolved, through the project
website or at one of the public exhibitions that were held in Bucknell, Bicester, Banbury, and Qkiord.
pre-application public consultatiowas advertised extensivelwith letters to the surrounding community,
social media advertising, media coverage, lallets. Stakeholders were updated in writing throughout.

People with an interest in the proposals were able to provide feedback through a variety of channels,
including by web form, post, email, telephone, and directly to the project team.

A very extensive series of stakeholder meetings were toetthsure that all relevant organisations and
groups were able to view and comment on the proposals as it related to their area of interest.

The feedback received was considered carefully by the applicant, and by the project design and technical
teams.Put simply, the level of support from almost all the organisations met to date has been
overwhelming.

Engagement will not end with the submission of #i@nningApplication, andPuy du Fointends to

continue to work with the local community. Neighbours will have further opportunities to comment during
the statutory consultation process following the submission of the applicatierwell as for any following
reserved matters applications.

Puy du Fous fully committed to continuingand ongoingengagement with local stakeholders and residents.
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APPENDICES

Appendix A First consultation letter to residents

PuypuFou.

5 July 2024

Dear neighbour,
An introduction to Puy du Fou

I am writing to introduce myself and Puy du Fou, and to announce our proposal for a new destination
we hope to create near Bucknell.

Puy du Fou is a multiple award-winning world leader in creating spectacular historical shows and
immersive experiences based upon the history and culture of a country and its people. We were
founded in France in 1978, opened a new destination in Toledo, Spain in 2021, and have been looking
for some time to come to the UK as well.

On the reverse of this letter is a map showing the land that we are proposing for our new park, as well
as details for our upcoming public consultation events.

A not-for-profit organisation

We are not an attraction like you have ever experienced before. We are an artistic and cultural
organisation run explicitly as not-for-profit — reinvesting all our profits back into artistic development,
education, and the conservation and improvement of the environment in and around our projects.

Creating an authentic, natural and historical environment

We do not have any rides or rollercoasters; there are no neon flashing lights. Instead, we create an
authentic, natural and historical environment set within beautiful gardens, which become the setting
for world-class shows and immersive cultural and historical experiences, bringing history to life.

You can learn more about us on our website: https://www.puvdufou.com/france /en/must-see-france

We look forward to meeting you

We are still at the early stages of preparing our proposals and are eager to hear from and work with our
potential new neighbours. In that spirit, we will be holding a consultation event in Bucknell
Village Hall on Wednesday 17 July specifically for local residents from Bucknell and Stoke Lyne
parishes. This will be an opportunity for you to meet the team from Puy du Fou, find out more about
the proposals and provide feedback.

More details of this and other planned consultation events are on the reverse of this letter.

For now, we have also set up a website for our UK consultation at www.puvdufouconsultation.co.uk,
where you can read about the proposals, watch videos of Puy du Fou's other attractions and send us
your comments.

If you have any questions in the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact
puvdufouconsultation@realestatecomms.com.

Yours faithfully,

Olivier Strebelle
CEO

Puy du Fous — C8 yoozs — 85590 Les Epems - France - www.puydufou.com
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PuypuFou.

Consultation events

Bucknell Bucknell Village Hall Wednesday 17 July, 1400-1930 hrs
Middleton Road
Bucknell OX27 7LX

Bicester Weyland Hall Thursday 18 July, 1200-1900 hrs
8-10 North Street
Bicester OX26 6ND

Oxford Wesley Memorial Church Friday 19 July, 1200-1800 hrs
New Inn Hall Steet
Oxford OX12DH

Site location

~

Bucknell

Puy du Fous — CS 70025 — 85590 Les Epesses — France - www.puydufou.com
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Appendix B; Consultation notification letter delivery area
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Appendix & Social media advert

Puy du Fou is a multiple award-winning world
leader in creating spectacular historical shows
and immersive experiences based ...see more

https://www.puydufo...
E Puy du Fou Learn more
launches plans for

OO 18 7 comments 2 shares

[ﬁ Like C] Comment ;D Share
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Appendix I First consultation letter to stakeholders

PuypuFou.

—_———

6 July 2024

=]
]
B
=1

An introduction to Puy du Fou

I am writing to introduce myself and Puy du Fou, and to announce our proposal for a new destination
we hope to create in Cherwell, near Bicester.

Puy du Fou is a multiple award-winning world leader in creating spectacular historical shows and
immersive experiences based upon the history and culture of a country and its people. We were
founded in France in 1978, opened a new destination in Toledo, Spain in 2021, and have been looking
for some time to come to the UK as well.

A new Puy du Fou destination in Cherwell would represent a £300 million investment, and could
employ 700 people, plus indirectly create as many as 2,000 new jobs at hotels, suppliers and other
local businesses, from its first year of opening. After 10 years, the investment is expected to be
doubled, and the number of jobs multiplied by as much as three.

On the reverse of this letter is a map showing the land that we are proposing for our new park, as well
as details for our upcoming public consultation events.

A not-for-profit organisation

We are not an attraction like you have ever experienced before. We are an artistic and cultural
organisation run explicitly as not-for-profit — reinvesting all our profits back into artistic development,
education, and the conservation and improvement of the environment in and around our projects.

Creating an authentic, natural and historical environment

We do not have any rides or rollercoasters; there are no neon flashing lights. Instead, we create an
authentic, natural and historical environment set within beautiful gardens, which become the setting
for world-class shows and immersive cultural and historical experiences, bringing history to life.

You can learn more about us on our website: https://www.puvdufou.com/france/en/must-see-france

We look forward to meeting you

We are still at the early stages of preparing our proposals and would like the opportunity to meet you
to introduce Puy du Fou properly, discuss our proposals, and answer any initial questions you may
have.

For now, we have also set up a website for our public consultation at www.puvdufouconsultation.co.uk
where you can find out more. If you have any questions in the meantime, please do not hesitate to
contact Jacob Marshall at our UK consultation team at jacob@realestatecomms.com.

Yours faithfully,

Olivier Strebelle
CEO

Puy du Fous - CS 70025 ~ 85590 Les Epesses - France - www_puydufou.com
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PuypuFou.

Consultation events ——————————
Bucknell Bucknell Village Hall Wednesday 17 July, 1400-1930 hrs
Middleton Road

Bucknell OX27 7LX

Bicester Weyland Hall Thursday 18 July, 1200-1900hrs
8-10 North Street
Bicester 0X26 6ND

Oxford Wesley Memorial Church Friday 19 July, 1200-1800 hrs
New Inn Hall Steet
Oxford OX12DH

Site location

Bucknell

Puy du Fous - CS 70025 - 85590 Les Epesses ~ France - www.puydufou.com
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Appendix E Media coverage in January 2025
BBC

New £300m 'immersive' theme park
planned

| On the continent, the company's shows are based around historical subjects, including the Roman Empire

9 July 2024

A new £300m theme park would showcase British history, without

rollercoasters or "neon flashing lights", the company behind the plans has
said.

Puy du Fou, which has run parks in Les Epesses in France since 1978 and in
Toledo, Spain, since 2021, will hold consultations on the plans for Bicester,
Oxfordshire, on 18 and 19 July.

The company said it was a "world leader in creating spectacular historic shows
and immersive experiences".

On the continent, it has showcased historical events such as the Roman
Empire and figures like patron saint of France, Joan of Arc.

PUY DU FOU

| The destination near Bicester would celebrate British history and culture, Puy du Fou said
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Olivier Strebelle, Puy du Fou's chief executive, said the park, which would be
based close to the M40, could employ up to 700 people once open.

“We are not an attraction like you have ever experienced before," he said.
"We do not have any rides or rollercoasters; there are no neon flashing lights.

"Instead, we create an authentic, natural and historical environment set within
beautiful gardens, which become the setting for world-class shows and
immersive cultural and historical experiences for the whole family to enjoy."

Consultation events will be held at Bicester's Weyland Hall from 12:00 to
19:00 BST on 18 July and at Wesley Memorial Church in Oxford from 12:00 to
18:00 on 19 July.

Mr Strebelle added: “With Britain’s rich history, and with so many British
people already visiting us in France and Spain, we have been looking for a site
in the country for many years, and we have now identified the perfect location.

“We are still at the early stages of preparing our proposals but look forward to
meeting local residents and businesses as part of our public consultation.”

Oxford Malll

Puy du Fou: Council update on £300m theme park plans by
M40

13THJULY 2024 ENTERTAINMENT LOCAL GOVERNMENT  BICESTER OXFORD

Get involved
with the news

Send your news & photos

The international theme park has announced £300m plans near Bicester. (Image:
Puy du Fou)

Exclusive by Edward Burnett
Reporter

' @edwardburnettt
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Plans for a £300m international theme park at a UK site near
Bicester have been addressed by the council.

Historical-themed attraction Puy du Fou declared its interest last year
in wanting a 300 to 400-acre site within a 40-mile radius of Oxford for a
new theme park.

Now theme park bosses are proposing for the new attraction to be
built in Cherwell, north of Bicester, by the M40.

Cherwell District Council has now issued a statement regarding the
possibility of the theme park coming to Oxfordshire.

The plans are in place for the theme park near Bicester. (Image: Puy du Fou)

A council spokesperson told the Oxford Mail: “We are aware that Puy
du Fou is consulting with local communities as they prepare their
plans.

A council spokesperson told the Oxford Mail: “We are aware that Puy
du Fou is consulting with local communities as they prepare their
plans.

“We wait with interest to see what proposals emerge; they will of
course need to be submitted to us for consideration through the
planning process.

“We encourage residents to take the opportunity to engage with the
promoters to hear more and provide their input.”
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Puy du Fou features historical live shows. (Image: Puy du Fou)

A public consultation website has been launched while the first in-
person consultation will take place at Weyland Hall on North Street,
Bicester on Thursday, July 18 between noon and 7pm.

A second consultation will be held at Wesley Memorial Church on New
Inn Hall Street, Oxford between noon and 6pm on Friday, July 19.

It is said the attraction could employ 700 people and create 2,000 new
jobs at hotels, suppliers and other local businesses from its first year of
opening.

The company has previously said it intends to open two new
destinations in the world before 2030, with the UK remaining a
preferred location.

The award-winning attraction currently operates in two locations, Les
Epesses in the Pays de la Loire region of western France and Toledo in
central Spain.

The original Puy du Fou show opened in France in 1978 and was joined
by the Spanish destination in 2021.

In France the shows are themed around the Roman Empire, the
Musketeers, the Vikings, Joan of Arc, the heroic soldiers of the First
World War, and the pioneers of cinema.

The proposed new site in the UK would celebrate British history and
culture.
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There will be no rollercoasters at the park.

Olivier Strebelle, chief executive of Puy du Fou, said: “We are not an
attraction like you have ever experienced before.

“We do not have any rides or rollercoasters; there are no neon flashing
lights.

“Instead, we create an authentic, natural and historical environment
set within beautiful gardens, which become the setting for world-class
shows and immersive cultural and historical experiences for the whole
family to enjoy.

“With Britain’s rich history, and with so many British people already
visiting us in France and Spain, we have been looking for a site in the
country for many years, and we have now identified the perfect
location near Bicester in Oxfordshire.”

The plans are in the consultation phases. (Image: Puy du Fou)
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Appendix F First consultation website

PuypuFou

Welcome OurVision WhyHere Sustainability Local Benefits  Transport

Welcome to the consultation website
for a new Puy du Fou in the UK

Puy du Fouisiamultiple award-winning world leader in creating spectacular historical shows and
immersive experiences based upon the history and culture of a country and its people. Driven by our
passion tosetell the stories and legends of the past, we are excited by the opportunity to bring our,
unique experience to the UK — near Bicesterin Cherwell.

This website provides an.ntroduction to Puy du Fou.and our visien for this new destination; We want
fo'hear frem you, either.thratigh this website'orin'persen at one of upcoming events.

Who we are
We are storytellers, creating live shows depicting historical events inspired
and rooted in local heritage, local culture and local heroes.

We are a creative and artistic powerhouse, winning 22 awards around the
world in the last 5 years alone and voted the No 1 leisure attractions on
Tripadvisor in both France and Spain.

We are We are a not-f fit ion, with

all profits reinvested back into artistic creation. This means that we can
deliver a long-term vision for our destinations and shows.

At Puy du Fou, authenticity and nature are everything. Our parks are not
fake stage sets built with plastic; there are no neon flashing lights and
rollercoasters. Everything we do must be real, built using the crafts and
materials of the time period they represent, within wooded areas and
beautiful gardens, which become the setting for world-class shows and
immersive cultural and historical experiences — bringing history to life.

We develop and train local ‘talents’ and invest in future generations. At
each of our destinations we train local people in all the skills and trades
that it takes to deliver the unique Puy du Fou experience. We also deliver
educational programmes, working with local schools and educational
institutions to to help students to better understand their history.

Consultation
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ﬂ Our history

First established in Vendée, in the Loire region of western France in 1978,
as a spectacular evening show during each summer season, Puy du Fou
has grown exponentially over the years.

Over the years we have established and expanded our first park delivering

an focussed on the history of France,
including building authentic historic villages to further showcase our
growing number of artistic shows and provide immersive historical
experiences for our guests in the heart of a natural landscape.

In 1998 we launched our Junior Academy to train Puy du Fou's ‘talent’
Today it now teaches 25 artistic and theatre technology disciplines and
trains 600 young people each year.

By 2007, with the park expanding and new shows being added, we
launched our first themed hotel onsite, with more following in later years.
In 2020, we opened our one of a kind convention centre onsite.

Then in 2021, we opened our second destination in Toledo, near Madrid,

dedicated to the history of Spain. Three years later, it now employs 1,100
people locally and more than 2,000 indirect jobs have been created in the
region.

Our original site is now one of the most famous family destinations in
France, employing 3,000 people and delivering more than £400 million of
positive impact on the local and regional economy.

Our track record has proven that for every £1 spent within one of our
attractions, we generate an additional £3.20 spend in the local area

PuypuFou Trigentvivon

Travellers’
Choice Awards

\} A

2024 by Puy du Fou

Page45



PUYDUPOU. Welcome OurVision WhyHere Sustainability LocalBenefits Transport Consultation

Our Vision

Puy du Fou wants to create a new British cultural and historical
attraction.

A British Puy du Fou will be a place where visitors can walk in a
beautiful wooded park with stunning landscaped gardens, where
they can immerse themselves in British history with carefully
curated period villages: and where they can experience a series
of world-class live shows based on the country’s history, which
will amaze the whole family.

We want to deliver an exemplar in sustainable development,
benefiting the local economy and environment.

The Site

The site is near Junction 10 the M40 motorway in Oxfordshire,
roughly three kilometres north of Bicester, near the village of
Bucknell.

Our Masterplan

The early concept, a work in progress that will develop and
evolve over the next months, has been thoughtfully designed to
deliver the Puy du Fou experience whilst also enhancing the local
environment.

We have put great thought into how we can be a good neighbour
to Bucknell and the surrounding villages. The park will be
designed to minimise any impact on our nearest neighbours.

« It will blend seamlessly into the landscape

» Nearby homes will be screened from noise by green planting
and landscaping

« Traffic will be carefully managed to avoid impact on local
roads

+ Important local woodlands will be protected and enhanced

This concept will continue to evolve over the coming months as
we engage in discussions with all the neighbors and local
communities.

< BUCKNELL
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Our priority is to protect and
enhance the site

Heritage

The proposed site does not contain any designated heritage assets, such as a listed building, scheduled monument,

conservation area or registered park and garden.

There are a number of listed buildings and conservation areas located in the surrounding area, but most are some distance
from the site and any impacts can be mitigated by strengthening the planting around the boundary of the site

Archaeology

The use of the site as predominantly arable farmland means it is highly unlikely that it will contain archaeological remains of
sufficient significance to require their physical conservation. However, further and will be
Landscape

The site does not include any part of a nationally designated landscape. There are views into the site from the north, particularly
around the southern edge of Stoke Wood, and from the south, around the northern fringes of Bucknell. However, in contrast,
the site’s western fringes are dominated by the traffic on the M40 motorway and the landfil site and incinerator at Ardley.

Ecology
The site is not included within any European protected sites and none is located within 15km of its boundary. Whilst there are

two nationally designated ‘Sites of Special Scientific Interest’ (SSSls) within 2km of the site, neither is likely to be affected by
development

The site does contain one ‘locally designated' site (Twelve Acre Copse Local Wildiife Site) and two other areas of ancient
woodland (Great Copse and Nettle Copse), whilst the central area is included within the Tusmore and Shellswell Park
Conservation Target Area (or CTA)

Abroad range of detailed surveys have been commissioned and are ongoing to determine the site’s ecological interest (notably
Great Crested Newts, bats, birds, reptiles and Brown Hairstreak butterflies). So far, the results of the surveys have identified a
mix of species which is representative of the generally poor and degraded habitats found on arable farmland.

In view of these results, there are to deliver y Net Gain (BNG), particularly through
restoration of ancient woodland and the creation of new habitats from landscaping and boundary planting.

Contact us

For media or other enquiries, please contact

puydufouconsultation@realestatecomms.com

PuypuFou Tripadvisor PuypuFou

Travellers’
Choice Awards

ESPARNA

©2024 by Puy du Fou
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Why Here

Puy du Fou has wanted to come to the UK for many years — to
have the opportunity to help bring this country's rich and colourful
history to life.

We spent considerable time searching the country for exactly the
right site. This needed to be well located, with excellent transport
links and within easy reach of London. We particularly wanted to
find a location that was steeped in British history and near to
other historical attractions.

As we deliver beautifully landscaped and planted parks, we
needed a location where we can plant thousands of trees. We
also needed somewhere where we can enhance and build upon
the existing habitat, where our vision can deliver a really positive
ecological impact.

s

Bucknell, nsar Bicosiae kn Cherwotlis:the perfertlacaton for By, | COULD SEE THAT PUY DU FOU WAS SOMETHING THAT MY BOYS WOULD REALLY ENJOY
—

du Fou UK,

Contact us

For media

ufous

PuypuFou Tripadvisor PuypuFou

Travellers
Choice Awards

ESPARA

N 4

by Puy du Fou
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PuypuFou. Welcome  OurVision ~WhyHere Sustainability  Local Benefits

Sustainability

Q Less than 5% of the land will be occupied by buildings
for the opening, and 88% will remain natural and green

once the attraction is fully developed

Show More

O A new forest will be created by planting 10,000 trees
and 50,000 plants in time for the opening, which will
then be doubled over 10 years

Show More

% Existing natural assets will be protected and enhanced,
creating woodlands, gardens, ponds and lakes in

harmony with the wider biodiversity

Show More

(O 400 tonnes of carbon dioxide will be captured per year
thanks to the additional forest and gardens that will be
created

Show More

Targeting Net Zero

Our proposed UK destination will target a net zero operation.
We will:

¢ Save energy through sustainable construction methods

and using renewable energy sources

& Preserve water by recycling 100% of wastewater onsite

and harvesting rainwater

o
Recycle 99% of waste on-site
L "o !

Buy local — in France, 70% of the farms supplying our

restaurants are less than 100 miles away

@lp Promote sustainable transport for visitors and our own

talent

Contact us

For media or other enquiries, please contact

puydufouconsultation@realestatecomms.com

PuypuFou Tripadvisor PuypuFou

Travellers’
oice Awards

FRANCE

©2024 by Puy du Fou

Page49



PuypuFou. Welcome OurVision WhyHere Sustainability ~Local Benefits Transport —Consultation

Puy du Fou accelerates local
growth

Puy du Fou in the UK will represent an initial £300 million
investment in Cherwell, which will be doubled over 10 years. Our
contribution to the local economy will go far beyond this initial
investment by working with local suppliers and providers to root
the project in the area.

We will help expand the existing local and regional cultural and
tourism offer, encouraging visitors to Bicester, Cherwell and
Oxfordshire to stay longer and do more. We anticipate 50,000
overnight stays in the area in Year 1, with up to 400,000 overnight
stays by Year 10.

At our existing attractions we work with a network of local
suppliers for everything from construction to business services,
and have formed long-term partnerships with local farmers to
provide the majority of the food sold in our restaurants. We will do
the same in the UK.

Our track record shows that for every £1 spent in Puy du Fou,
£3.20 will be spent in the wider local area for the benefit of town
businesses: hotels, B&B, restaurants, services, and shops. This
amounts to more than a £400 million annual boost to the
economy by Year 10.

Puy du Fou delivers
employment opportunities

Puy du Fou in the UK will employ 700 people, plus create as
many as 2,000 new indirect jobs at hotels, suppliers and other
local businesses, from its first year of opening. After 10 years, the
investment is expected to be doubled, and the number of jobs
multiplied by three.

‘We will provide vocational training and partner with local colleges
and universities to attract young people and graduates, as well as
offering a range of job opportunities for older workers.
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Puy du Fou champions
education

We want to provide a unique education offer that allows children
to 'live their history’ thanks to links to school educational
programmes. Interactive workshops will be provided for schools
onsite on history, heritage, culture and nature in partneship with
local educational champions:

Contact us

For media or other enquiries, please contact

puydufouconsultation@realestatecomms com

PuypuFou Tripadvisor PuypuFou

Travellers’
Choice Awards

Privacy Policy

024 by Puy du Fou
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Transport

APuy du Fou attractions' traffic generally occur outside peak
travel times, particularly school holidays and weekends. At
these times there is more capacity on the rail and road

network. As Puy du Fou adapt its show programs according the
attendance, demand will be focused when there is significantly
more capacity.

[TI] Access

The new destination will be accessed from the B4100
via appropriately-sized junctions with dedicated onsite
parking. A public transport hub will be delivered onsite
as well as dedicated pedestrian and cycle access
points

@ Connectivity

The proposed site enjoys exceptional connections to
Oxfordshire and the rest of the country. It is close to
Bicester and Banbury and local heritage atiractions,
adjacent to a junction of the M40 motorway, and 8
minutes from the Bicester North train station with a
dedicated bus service providing a direct shuttle
service. Rail capacity into Bicester is set to be
expanded with the delivery of East West Rail.

PuypuFou

Privacy Policy

BANBURY .

. MILTON KEYNES

BICESTER

AYLESBURY

OXFORD .

Reducing Private Car Use

Our target is for less than 50% of visitors to arrive by car by
connecting to existing public transport amenities and providing
shuttle services to nearby transport hubs (train stations and park
and ride), local attractions and retail centres.

A detailed Transport Assessment will support the planning
application which will include various measures, such as:

Creating promotional ticket options, making sustainable travel
options cheaper than arriving by car

« New and improved local bus services

Walking and cycling improvements

Delivery of onsite hotels and accommodation including
spaces for campervans, all of which will reduce trips to the

site in the peak hours
« Coach parking
A travel plan and car sharing / shuttle buses for staff
Development of linked-trips with existing attractions in the

area

Construction Traffic

A construction management plan will be a legal requirement of
any planning consent. This will set out the appropriate routing for
construction traffic, mostly routed via the M40 and A43 minimising
the construction traffic on local roads.

Contact us

For media or other enquiries, please contact

puydufouconsultation@realestatecomms.com

Tripadvisor
Travellers’
Choice Awards

\} W,

PuypuFou

ESPARA

2024 by Puy du Fou
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PuypuFou.

Consultation and next steps

We want to hear your views about our proposals, to help guide
the work of the team

You can meet the team behind the project, find out more about
the proposals and provide feedback by attending one of our
consultation events.

This is only the beginning of our public consultation. There are
two rounds of formal public engagement planned, the first in July
and a second towards the end of the year.

Bicester

Weyland Hall

8-10 North Street

Bicester OX26 6ND

Thursday 18 July, 1200-1900hrs

Oxford

Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Steet

Oxford OX12DH

Friday 19 July, 1200-1800 hrs

How to Respond to this
Consultation

We want to hear your views. You can provide feedback by:

£5»  Attending one of our events [ Filling out the feedback form below

Emailing us % Calling the consultation telephone line: 07523
at puydufouconsultation@real com 696293

Have your say

Name
Email *
Address *

Wite a Message

Contact us

For media or other enquiries, please contact

puydufouconsultation@realestatecomms.com

PuypuFou Tripadvisor PuypuFou

Travellers’
Choice Awards

FRANCE

24 by Puy du Fou
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Appendix @ First consultation exhibition boards
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