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INTRODUCTION 

 
 

Outline of the proposals 

Real Estate Communications (REC) has produced this Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) on behalf 

of tǳȅ Řǳ Cƻǳ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ όΨtǳȅ Řǳ Cƻǳ ¦YΩ ƻǊ ΨǘƘŜ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩύ as part of an Outline Planning 

Application for: 

Tourism development, including outdoor and indoor theatres, restaurants, hotels, conference 

facilities, offices, warehousing and storage, security control centre, medical centre, animal facilities 

(including stables, aviary, animal sheds), laundry facility and workshops, and supporting 

infrastructure including waste management centre, wastewater treatment facility, energy centre and 

sub-stations, photovoltaic (PV) solar panels, water storage tanks and pumps, lakes and water 

management systems, structural landscaping, internal footpaths, internal vehicular routes, active 

travel routes, parking and access (Outline Masterplan).  

This document sets out the following: 

¶ The policy context for consultation 

¶ Activity undertaken to engage effectively and consult with local residents, businesses and 

stakeholders 

¶ How issues raised have been addressed by the Planning Application 

Quite obviously there has been extensive dialogue across all technical matters undertaken by the wider 

design team which is quite appropriately detailed elsewhere in the suite of application documents. 

National policy context  

The Government considers pre-application engagement and frontloading of work prior to the submission of 

a planning application as key to ensuring timely decision making, with reduced delays and cost to the 

applicant, while also achieving better quality outcomes. Paragraphs 40-42 of the recently revised National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) refer to the role of pre-application engagement with the community in 

detail. The guidance advises that: 

¶ Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the 

planning application system for all parties, and good quality pre-application discussion enables 

better coordination between public and private resources and improved outcomes for the 

community. (Paragraph 40) 

 

¶ Local planning authorities should encourage applicants to engage with the local community before 

submitting a planning application. (Paragraph 41) 

 

¶ The more issues that can be resolved at the pre-application stage, the greater the benefits. 

(Paragraph 42) 
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Local policy context 

/ƘŜǊǿŜƭƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ SCI (adopted October 2021) states they άencourage developers and promoters for 

large scale development to undertake their own consultation and engagement process with local people.έ 

(Paragraph 5.2) 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴΥ άIn any submission which has included pre-

application consultation, the Applicant should set out: what consultation was undertaken; and how any and 

all comments received have been addressed in the evolution of their design and the detail of their proposals.έ 

(Paragraph 5.2) 

Consultation strategy 

Puy du Fou is a less well known concept in the UK. Thus REC recommend a genuine and very wide-ranging 

consultation exercise with stakeholders to describe the background and concept of Puy du Fou. Where 

possible, Puy du Fou has offered and taken key local stakeholders on site visits to existing parks in France or 

Spain so that they can fully understand what a Puy du Fou park looks like, see behind the scenes how it 

functions technically, and understand its unique nature. 

The consultation strategy for the project can thus be described in outline as follows: 

¶ July 2024 ς Public announcement of the project and initial formal public consultation event (over 

three days in Bucknell, Bicester and Oxford), to explain what Puy du Fou is, where the UK Site is 

located and provide a brief overview the plan for the UK Park to encourage initial public comments 

to help the detailed design of the proposal. This first consultation was purposefully undertaken 

before any detailed plans for the proposed Park had been developed ǎƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

be taken onboard upfront and built into the design teamΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 

 

¶ July 2024 to date ς Constant informal engagement with national, regional and local groups on an 

ongoing basis; at the time of publication this has amounted to over 250 meetings to date, and will 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ Řiscussion and determination of the planning application 

 

¶ February 2025 ς Second formal public consultation event (again over three days, this time in 

Bicester, Banbury and Bucknell), to describe in more granular detail the evolving design of the Park 

including the transport strategy and other issues. This second consultation was purposefully 

undertaken long ōŜŦƻǊŜ ΨǎŎƘŜƳŜ ŦƛȄΩ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

people could be addressed during this later design stage 

 

¶ August 2025 ς Submission of this SCI document describing the above process in detail 
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CONSULTATION PROGRAMME 
 
 

First public consultation ς July 2024 

Aim 

The aim of this first consultation was to introduce the Puy du Fou brand to the local community, identify the 

Site that had been optioned and introduce the concept of what was being proposed. 

Public notifications 

On 6 July 2024, letters were delivered by Royal Mail to 631 homes and businesses in the vicinity the Site, 

informing them about the proposals and the consultation. The letter can be seen at Appendix A of this 

report, and map of the delivery area is shown at Appendix B. 

Social media advertising 

To raise awareness of the consultation more widely in Cherwell and Oxfordshire, adverts were run on 

Facebook and Instagram for the duration of the consultation, which were seen by over 20,000 people in the 

local area. An example of the advert can be seen at Appendix C. 

Informing stakeholders 

On 6 July, letters were sent by post and email to local stakeholders, to inform them about the proposals and 

invite them to the consultation. An example of this letter can be seen at Appendix D. 

The following key politically representative stakeholders were informed in writing: 

¶ MP for Bicester and Woodstock 

¶ Cherwell District councillors 

¶ Oxfordshire County Council leadership and division members 

¶ Bucknell Parish councillors 

¶ Stoke Lyne Parish councillors 

¶ Caversfield Parish councillors 

Media coverage 

To promote the consultation through the media, releases were sent to local media outlets. The consultation 

events were covered widely, including by the BBC and Oxford Mail. Cuttings of these stories can be seen at 

Appendix E. 

Consultation website 

The consultation website went online prior to the start of the formal consultation period at 

www.puydufouconsultation.co.uk (and has remained online since with updates) which is reproduced at 

Appendix F. 

http://www.puydufouconsultation.co.uk/
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This website included: 

¶ An introduction to Puy du Fou, their history, and concept for a UK Park 

¶ A map and description of the Site 

¶ Information about the heritage, archaeology, landscape, and ecological constraints  

¶ An early concept masterplan 

¶ Information about tǳȅ Řǳ CƻǳΩǎ approach to sustainability 

¶ Description of the growth, employment, and educational opportunities for the local area 

¶ Information about transport and access, including how sustainable transport will be encouraged 

¶ Advertisements for the consultation events 

¶ Ways to respond to the consultation ς a web form, an email address, and telephone number 

Public exhibitions 

Between 17-19 July 2024, three public consultation days were held at Bucknell, Bicester and Oxford. These 

gave people the opportunity to learn more about the proposals and speak directly to representatives from 

Puy du Fou, its planning consultants, transport consultants and other associated professional advisors.  

The eight exhibition boards displayed at these events are shown at Appendix G. The board contents covered: 

¶ Welcome to the event 

¶ Why locate here 

¶ Being a good neighbour 

¶ Early outline masterplan 

¶ Commitment to sustainability 

¶ Boosting the local and regional economy 

¶ Access and transport 

¶ How to respond to the consultation 

The first consultation day was held at Bucknell Village Hall in Bucknell on Wednesday 17 July between 1400-

1930hrs. In total, 133 people attended the exhibition, including: 

¶ Bucknell Parish councillors 

¶ Stoke Lyne Parish councillors 

¶ Bicester Town councillors 

¶ Cherwell District ward members 
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[Bucknell Village Hall public consultation] 

The second public consultation day was held at Weyland Hall in Bicester town centre on Thursday 18 July 

between 1200-1900hrs. 

To further publicise the event, flyers were handed out in Bicester Town Centre on the day of the exhibition. 

A copy of this flyer can be seen at Appendix H. In total, 140 people attended the exhibition, including: 

¶ Cherwell District councillors 

¶ Bicester Town councillors 

¶ Oxfordshire County division members 

 
[Weyland Hall, Bicester public consultation] 

The third consultation day was held at Wesley Memorial Church in Oxford on Friday 19 July between 1200-

1800hrs. Again, flyers were handed out in Oxford City Centre on the day of the exhibition, which can be seen 

at Appendix I. In total, 33 people attended this exhibition. 
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[Wesley Memorial Church, Oxford public consultation] 

Over the three public events, 306 stakeholders and local residents attended in total. 

Business breakfast 

A business breakfast event was held at Weyland Hall on Thursday 18 July to consult local businesses and 

organisations about local, regional, and national economic impacts Puy du Fou would generate. A formal 

presentation was made by the Puy du Fou team and a Q&A followed. Over 70 people from more than 60 

local businesses and organisations were invited, and more than twenty people attended. 

 
[Weyland Hall, Bicester business breakfast event] 

Second public consultation ς February 2025 

Aim 

The aim of the second consultation was to remind the local community of who Puy du Fou are and begin to 

explain the details of the proposed Park at an early enough stage for local stakeholdersΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

taken into consideration and inform the design of the resultant Planning Application. 

Public notifications 

On 28 January 2025, letters were delivered by Royal Mail to 666 homes and businesses surrounding the Site, 

informing them about the proposals and the consultation. The letter can be seen at Appendix J, and the 

delivery area was the same as seen at Appendix B. 
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Informing stakeholders 

On 28 January 2025, letters were sent by post and email to local stakeholders, to inform them about the 

updated proposals and the second round of consultation. An example of this letter can be seen at Appendix 

K. 

The following key politically representative stakeholders were informed in writing: 

¶ MP for Bicester and Woodstock 

¶ Cherwell District councillors 

¶ Oxfordshire County leadership and division members 

¶ Bucknell Parish Council and all neighbouring parish councils 

Social media advertising 

To raise awareness of the consultation more widely in Cherwell and Oxfordshire, adverts were run on 

Facebook and Instagram for the duration of the consultation, which were seen by over 38,000 people in the 

local area. An example of the advert can be seen at Appendix L. 

Media coverage 

To promote the consultation through local media, releases were sent to local media outlets. The 

consultation events were covered widely, including by the BBC, Oxford Mail and Banbury Guardian. Cuttings 

of these stories can be seen at Appendix M. 

Consultation website 

The consultation website was updated for the second round of consultation and was online for the duration 

of the consultation at www.puydufouconsultation.co.uk (and remains online and has been regularly 

updated). The updated website is reproduced at Appendix N. 

This website included: 

¶ Background to Puy du Fou and their Parks 

¶ Why this location 

¶ Updated masterplan map 

¶ Information about three proposed hotels 

¶ Phasing plan and map 

¶ Local context and constraints 

¶ Mitigating impacts on views, noise, and light 

¶ Transport and access, with details about cycle routes, public transport, and access and parking for 

private motor vehicles 

¶ Ecological constraints and proposed improvements 

¶ Waste management 

¶ Surface water and foul water management 

¶ Light and pyrotechnic impacts 

¶ Energy use and generation 

¶ Conservation, habitat creation, and biodiversity 

http://www.puydufouconsultation.co.uk/
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¶ Sustainability objectives 

¶ Local economic benefits, including visitor spend, new jobs, and training opportunities 

¶ Advertisements for the consultation events 

¶ Ways to respond to the consultation ς a web form, an email address, and telephone number 

Public exhibitions 

Between 6-8 February 2025, three public consultation days were held at Bicester, Banbury, and Bucknell, as 

well as a consultation presentation for students at Banbury and Bicester College. The event in Banbury was 

specifically at the request of the local authority. These were attended by representatives from Puy du Fou, 

their planning consultants, transport consultants, landscape consultants and technical consultants covering 

waste, water, light and noise.  

The twelve exhibition boards displayed at these events are shown at Appendix O, and covered: 

¶ Welcome to the event 

¶ Masterplan map 

¶ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

¶ Phasing plan and map 

¶ Transport and access 

¶ Noise and light impacts and mitigations 

¶ Water and waste management 

¶ Energy needs and generation 

¶ Environmental and biodiversity improvements 

¶ Economic benefits 

¶ Project timeline 

¶ How to respond to the consultation 

The first public consultation day was held at Weyland Hall in Bicester town centre on Thursday 6 February 

from 1200-1900hrs. In total, 115 people attended the exhibition, including: 

¶ Bicester Town councillors 
¶ Stoke Lyne Parish councillors 
¶ Caversfield Parish councillors 
¶ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ IŜŀǊǘƭŀƴŘ 
¶ Chiltern Rail 

¶ Bicester Bike Users Group 

¶ Bicester Village 
¶ Bicester Vision 
¶ Warwick Castle 
¶ Dorchester Homes 
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[Weyland Hall, Bicester public consultation] 

 
The second public consultation day was held at the Whately Hall Hotel in Banbury town centre on Friday 7 

February from 1200-1900hrs. Two leafleteers handed out flyers in Banbury Town Centre to further publicise 

the event, which can be found at Appendix P. In total, 83 people attended the exhibition, including 

representatives from: 

¶ MP for Banbury 

¶ Cherwell District councillors 

¶ Cherwell District Council officers 

¶ Banbury and District Twinning Association 

¶ Banbury Job Centre 

¶ Banbury Museum 

¶ Banbury Local History Society 

¶ Oxford University 

¶ Warner Bros 

 
[Whately Hall Hotel, Banbury consultation event] 

The third public consultation day was held at Bucknell Village Hall in Bucknell. In total, 83 people attended 

the exhibition, including: 

¶ MP for Bicester and Woodstock 
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¶ Oxfordshire County Council division members 

¶ Cherwell District Council councillors 

¶ Bicester Town councillors 

¶ Bucknell Parish councillors 

¶ Hethe Parish councillors 

 
[Bucknell Village Hall public exhibition] 

A dedicated event with a presentation and Q&A session was held for students at Banbury and Bicester 

College in Banbury on 7 February 2025 from 1000-1100hrs. In total, around 70 students and staff attended. 

Over the four events, 395 stakeholders, students and local residents attended. 

Sector specific consultation events 

Due to the unusual and unique nature of the Puy du Fou proposal, it was clear that several different types of 

organisations that would not normally be consulted during a typical pre-application consultation process 

should be engaged. Thus, several sector specific consultation events have been organised. 

Hotels event 

On 15 May 2025 Experience Oxfordshire and The Randolph Hotel jointly hosted an event specifically aimed 

at the hotel sector in the wider local area. This was an occasion where 50 representatives from the 

hospitality sector could be briefed and exchange their views with Puy du Fou on the proposals. 

Oxfordshire attractions event 

On 16 July 2025 a further event for all types of attractions across Oxfordshire was held, arranged by 

Experience Oxfordshire and hosted by Bicester Hotel and Spa. Around 50 attendees representing many 
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different hotel brands attended and engaged in a wide-ranging discussion on the potentially positive impact 

on the local hotel sector. 

Heritage assets event 

On 30 July 2025 an event was hosted by the Historic Houses Association and Claydon House where around 

40 representatives from heritage assets operated by the HHA as well as English Heritage and the National 

¢Ǌǳǎǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ tǳȅ Řǳ CƻǳΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ 

Farming event 

There is a planned farming summit in September 2025 for local estate owners and farmers to connect with 

Puy du Fou to begin to ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨŦŀǊƳ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƪΩ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ tǳȅ Řǳ Cƻǳ 

already delivers in France and Spain, where 70% of all the food served onsite comes from within a 150km 

radius of the Parks. 

Stakeholder meetings 

Whilst the Applicant is a France-based organisation, there has always been a commitment to prioritise in-

person engagement where possible to ensure the commitment to meaningful engagement could be 

achieved. Moreover, with the lack on any easily comparable operation in the UK, it has been appropriate for 

Puy du Fou to offer detailed descriptions of its business and its model as well as explaining its plans for the 

proposed UK Park. 

Therefore, an extensive programme of individual face to face and online meetings have been undertaken to 

consult with, inform, and gather feedback from as many stakeholders, organisations and groups as possible. 

Consultation meetings have been conducted, sometimes several times, with the following organisations: 

Organisation Comments 

Central government  

Department for Business and Trade  

Department for Transport  

Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport  

Office for Investment  

Local MPs  

Calum Miller MP  

Sean Woodcock MP  

County Councils and regional government organisations 
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Oxfordshire County Council 

 

As well as briefing relevant members, the 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǘŜŀƳ has met officers on a 

regular and ongoing basis under the terms of the 

Planning Performance Agreement covering matters 

including transport, minerals, energy, sustainability 

and waste 

Gloucestershire County Council  

Thames Valley Police  

District councils  

Cherwell District Council As well as briefing relevant members, the 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǘŜŀƳ has met officers on a 

regular and ongoing basis under the terms of the 

Planning Performance Agreement on matters 

including planning, ecology, landscape, 

environmental health, visual impact and 

sustainability 

Cotswold District Council  

Oxford City Council  

Stratford-on-Avon Council  

South Oxfordshire District Council  

Vale of White Horse District Council  

West Northamptonshire Council  

West Oxfordshire District Council  

Parish and town councils  

Bucknell Parish Council Including representatives from NORA/No2PDFouUK 

Ardley with Fewcott Parish Council  

Bicester Town Council  

Hethe Parish Council  

Heyford Park Parish Council  

Middleton Stoney Parish Council  
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Stoke Lyne Parish Council Including representatives from NORA/No2PDFouUK 

Stratton Audley Parish Council  

Upper Heyford Parish Council  

Weston-on-the-Green Parish Council  

Transport groups and organisations  

Bicester Bike Users Group  

Chiltern Railways  

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ IŜŀǊǘƭŀƴŘ  

National Highways  

Network Rail  

Oxford Bus  

Stagecoach  

Cultural and heritage groups and organisations  

Arts Council England  

Ashmolean Museum  

Bicester Motion/Bicester Heritage  

Birmingham Stage  

Blenheim Palace  

Broughton Castle  

Claydon House  

Creation Theatre  

English Heritage  

Experience Oxfordshire  

Historic Houses Association  

Mill Arts Centre  
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National Trust  

Royal Shakespeare Company  

{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘǇƭŀŎŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ  

{ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ  

Visit Britain  

Visit England  

Waddesdon Manor  

Environmental organisations  

Environment Agency  

Natural England  

Woodland Trust  

Business groups  

Albion Land  

Banbury BID  

Bicester Village  

Bicester Vision  

Dorchester Group  

Enterprise Oxfordshire (OxLEP)  

Great Wolf Lodge  

Jobcentre Plus  

Mountpark/OxSRFI  

Skywave Gin  

Silverstone  

Silverstone Museum  

Tritax BigBox  
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Tusmore Estate  

Universal  

Trade associations  

Association of Leading Visitor Attractions  

British Association of Leisure Parks, Piers and 

Attractions 

 

Amenity groups  

Banbury Local History Society  

Bicester Local History Society  

.ǊƛŀƴΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ DǊƻǳǇ A small membership group of local residents 

interested in history 

Detectorists Institute  

Elmsbrook ResidentsΩ Association  

Local Equestrian Group Residents involved with horses in the local area 

Oxford Local History Society  

Oxfordshire Young Farmers  

We Want Puy du Fou A supporters group entirely independent of Puy du 

Fou run by local volunteer supporters 

Education groups  

Acer Multi Academy Trust  

Activate Learning Trust  

Alliance Francais  

CoTrain  

River Learning Trust  

Trade unions  

Bectu  

Equity  
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This meeting programme is an ongoing process with many more meetings either already arranged or 

planned in the coming months. 

Site visits 

Puy du Fou is a unique concept which has no comparable offer like it in the UK. Thus it is very hard for British 

people to conceptualise what a Puy du Fou Park looks like, how it operates or indeed what its impact is in 

reality. All the organisations which have been met, including representatives of the small local opposition 

group, have therefore been offered a site visit to the Parks in France or Spain, in order to discover not only 

the shows but also the backstage areas, and see for themselves the reality of how the existing Parks operate. 

In addition, they were offered the opportunity to meet local experts at the Parks, to provide detailed and 

technical answers to any questions raised. Some groups have taken us up on this offer, notably groups 

related to tourism, culture, heritage etc. Puy du Fou will continue to offer site visits to any formed group 

throughout the lifetime of the application so that people can see and understand the incredible offer, 

benefits and impact of Puy du Fou. 

HistorianǎΩ advisory panel 

In addition to this meetings programme, Puy du Fou has met with a selection of nationally, regionally, and 

locally prominent historians to form a consultative panel of respected experts on British history which will 

meet periodically throughout the project to help advise Puy du Fou on (a) which periods of history could be 

covered in its shows and (b) help ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ tǳȅ Řǳ CƻǳΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǘŜŀƳ, giving them the necessary 

local British historical understanding to be able to create the shows. The first historian panel meeting is 

planned for September 2025, with further meetings planned on an ongoing basis broadly proposed to be 

every quarter. 
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CONSULTATION FEEDBACK 
 
 

Consultation feedback in numbers 

Apart from the two formal consultation events, Puy du Fou, REC, and members of the design team have to 

date undertaken over 250 meetings with national, regional and local organisations since the launch in July 

2024. In addition to verbal comments made at consultation events and in meetings, 264 written comments 

were received during the consultation: 

¶ 126 during the consultation events in July 2024 and February 2025 

¶ 138 by email, telephone, and through the website 

Main issues raised 

In general, the feedback from the extensive consultation undertaken has been overwhelmingly positive from 

almost every single organisation consulted, and has consistently ranged across the following topics: 

¶ High quality of the Puy du Fou offer and its uniqueness in the wider UK tourism market 

¶ Appreciation and excitement at the scale and ambition of the proposed development 

¶ Excellent location for the proposal 

¶ Availability of existing public transport links and the considerable focus on promoting visitor public 

transport use 

¶ EȄǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ thŜ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ focused attention on 

how it will relate to nearby neighbours in Bucknell, Bainton and Stoke Lyne 

¶ Employment benefits for the wider region and the considerable early effort that has been put into 

planning for this, well in advance of the actual planning submission 

¶ TƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ΨƎǊŜŜƴΩ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ the visitor experience and 

ǘƘŜ ΨōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜΩ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ aspects (eg onsite energy generation, rainwater harvesting, water 

treatment and recycling etc), and  

¶ EȄǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ΨǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ƳƛƭŜΩ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ 

Inevitably, there have been some concerns, mostly of a more technical and planning nature, which can be 

raised broadly grouped around the following key themes: 

¶ Transport infrastructure and traffic ς How will the transport plan work, what changes are being 

proposed to local roads and public transport? 

¶ Environment, ecology, biodiversity and wildlife habitats ς What steps are being taken to positively 

impact upon the local environment? 

¶ Site suitability ς Why was this specific site selected? 

¶ Consultation and engagement ς How will the consultation be undertaken, and how will local 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΚ 

¶ Noise ς ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƛǎŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΚ 

¶ Light ς What will the light impact be at night for nearby residents? 

¶ Air quality ς Will there be any negative air quality impacts from the proposed development? 



 

Page 20 

 

¶ Jobs, careers, and investment ς In an affluent area with low unemployment, where will Puy du Fou 

find its staff? 

¶ Puy du Fou as a tourist attraction and experience ς What assurances can the Applicant give that the 

Park will be a quality experience for future visitors? 

¶ Utilities and infrastructure capacity ς How will the Applicant source the energy and water needed 

from the constrained local supplies? 

¶ Historical accuracy ς How will a French company accurately portray British history? 

¶ Social responsibility and ethical values ς Is Puy du Fou a responsible and appropriate organisation to 

operate the proposed destination? 

Applicant response 

The table below describes how the application responds to the concerns raised, for each of these key 

themes, as follows: 

Issue General comments Specific responses 

Transport ς active travel Cycling and walking provision is 

being actively promoted through 

the provision of new 

infrastructure on the local 

network and improvements to 

the public rights of way around 

and near to the Site, better 

connecting the local communities 

Diversion of 3x PROWs that 

currently cross the Site replaced 

with a 5m wide new PROW 

around the entire Site linking to 

other existing or proposed 

PROW, as well as a new 

segregated cycle route from the 

Site adjacent to the B4100 linking 

up with the existing cycle rout at 

Elmsbrook. Full details can be 

seen in the Transport Assessment 

Transport ς train capacity Rail transport will play a key role 

in moving visitors to and from the 

tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ .ƛŎŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ Ǌŀƛƭ 

connections were an important 

aspect of the initial selection of 

this Site for the planned 

attraction. The Transport 

Assessment submitted with the 

planning application details how 

the target of 50% of daytime 

visitors arriving by sustainable 

transport will be achieved. Puy 

du Fou and its transport 

consultants worked with Chiltern 

Railways and East West Rail 

throughout the consultation 

Puy du Fou supported Chiltern 

RailwaysΩ bid for new rolling 

stock on the London to West 

Midlands lines by writing to the 

Rail Minister at the time of 

/ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴ wŀƛƭǿŀȅǎΩ funding bid 

submission. The recent 

announcement of the success of 

that bid, and with new rolling 

stock being incrementally 

introduced on the line between 

Aug 25 ς Dec 26, will provide a 

significant upgrade for 

passengers both through the 

quality of the new carriages and 

their much greater capacity due 
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process and will continue to do 

so as the application progresses 

to longer trains. In addition, East 

West Rail will launch before the 

opening of the proposed Puy du 

Fou Park. This will mean there 

will be a significant upgrade in 

rail capacity before Puy du Fou is 

operational 

Transport ς train timetabling  The above upgrades will result in 

Chiltern Railways introducing 

new timetables from Dec 26. This 

will further improve the rail 

experience of passengers and 

make provision for future Puy du 

Fou visitors 

Puy du Fou will be working 

closely with Chiltern to ensure 

any new timetables are related to 

the arrival/departure patterns of 

visitors 

Transport ς train station 

improvements 

 As part of the Outline Planning 

Application, Puy du Fou is 

proposing various upgrades to 

both Bicester North and Bicester 

Village stations to include shuttle 

bus parking, waiting areas and 

passenger shelters as well as 

other upgrades to lift capacity 

and passenger toilets planned by 

Chiltern Railways. Full details can 

be seen in the Transport 

Assessment 

Transport ς bus services  Negotiations are ongoing with 

the relevant local authorities and 

Stagecoach to improve the route 

500, the existing bus route which 

runs near to the Site, via Section 

106 funding. 

In addition, the Transport 

Assessment explains in detail 

how the shuttle bus service 

would operate to/ from Bicester 

North, Bicester Village and the 

Site. These shuttles would have 

dedicated electric vehicles 

efficiently transporting Park 
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guests, similar to the Bicester 

Village bus shuttles and other 

tourism destinations across the 

UK, providing traffic relief and an 

environmentally friendly way to 

visit the Park 

Transport ς coach services There will be regular significant 

coach visits to the Park 

predominantly due to larger 

group trips, most particularly 

school visits 

Puy du Fou and its transport 

consultants have liaised with 

Oxford Bus, Stagecoach, and 

National Express to ensure that 

the planned mobility hub will 

have relevant facilities for visiting 

coaches 

Transport ς road improvements  Puy du Fou has proposed a 

number of interventions, to be 

funded by them, to ensure the 

continued safe and smooth 

running of the local road network 

once Puy du Fou traffic is taken 

into consideration. These are 

explained in detail in the 

Transport Assessment and are 

ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀ ΨƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ 

ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΩΣ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜƴ ōȅ ŀ ƴŜǿ 

Transport Working Group which 

will meet regularly. This new 

group will meet on a regular basis 

to review the operation of the 

transport strategy once the Park 

is built. Any ongoing remedial 

mitigation will be financed from a 

sustainable transport fund which 

will be paid for by an agreed 

percentage of Puy du Fou car 

parking receipts 

Transport ς cars  Puy du Fou has a significant 

advantage over other attractions 

as (a) its Parks are ticketed and 

(b) 97% of tickets are booked 

online in advance. This means it 

is easier for Puy du Fou to both 

The modelling has proven the 

planned road access to the Park 

works well. Thus the fundamental 

road traffic routing remains via 

the M40, explicitly via Junction 

10, (in addition to subsidiary 
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understand its travel impact and 

also to manage its visitor flows. 

As is a normal part of any 

Transport Assessment, a full 

transport modelling exercise has 

been completed to model (a) the 

existing local road junctionǎΩ 

baseline and (b) the impact of 

Puy du Fou traffic upon the 

relevant road junctions (including 

other committed developments). 

This work has been overseen and 

validated by Oxfordshire County 

Council and its transport 

consultants 

A43/A34 traffic) to Banyards 

Green and then along the B4100. 

In addition to providing road 

directions on the Puy du Fou 

website and on every ticket sold, 

similar to other tourism 

destinations across the world and 

using current experience and 

existing relationships in France 

and Spain, Puy du Fou will work 

with navigation service providers, 

such as Waze, Google Maps etc, 

to ensure the preferred route to 

the Park is via Junction 10 by 

default 

Environment, ecology, 

biodiversity and wildlife habitats 

The Site has been intensively 

farmed for many years and the 

many site surveys have shown it 

has limited ecological value in its 

current state 

As part of the Outline Planning 

Application, a full Environment 

Assessment has been prepared, 

which shows a significant 

opportunity to deliver a major 

increase in biodiversity and 

wildlife habitats. The Site is 

already home to three ancient 

woodlands, whose protection will 

in fact be improved through the 

introduction of a protective 

buffer around each woodland 

and correct management where 

required. Puy du Fou will be 

planting around 20,000 new trees 

to join and connect with the 

existing woodland, creating the 

first new 20 hectare forest in 

Cherwell for generations, as well 

as planting over 5km of new 

hedgerows and hectares of 

biodiverse meadows. 

Thus locally important wildlife 

will be fully protected by the 

proposals and due to the increase 

in planting ς new trees, 



 

Page 24 

 

meadows, screening/bunding etc 

ς is likely to very significantly 

expand. This will actively deliver 

on the aims of the Tusmore and 

Shellswell Park Conservation 

Target Area status that covers 

part of the Site 

Site suitability Following a site selection process 

lasting over two years, the land 

north west of Bucknell was 

chosen as it fitted the site 

assessment criteria best. This 

included requirements such as its 

availability, suitability to meet 

the requirements, and 

accessibility from existing 

transport infrastructure 

Availability ς An agreement has 

been reached with the 

landowners to purchase the Site. 

The Site is in one, single 

ownership which greatly aids its 

deliverability. 

Suitability ς The size, status, and 

nature of the Site makes it ideal 

to host a Puy du Fou Park. The 

Application area is around 158 

hectares, with no statutory 

landscape, ecology, or heritage 

designations like AONB or green 

belt status, and crucially the Site 

is able to support the major 

ecological and environmental 

works to create the large green 

spaces synonymous with a Puy 

du Fou Park. 

Accessibility ς The Site is located 

near two train stations, Bicester 

North and Bicester Village, which 

both have regular direct trains 

running to London and 

Birmingham. Moreover, the close 

proximity to Junction 10 of the 

M40 provides road links to these 

major population centres 

Public engagement Puy du Fou has conducted a very 

robust engagement process 

lasting over a year, including two 

in-person, formal consultation 

events as well as wide-ranging 

Through this extensive and 

thorough engagement, Puy du 

Fou and its design team has 

gained valuable insight and 

feedback that has helped shape 
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and ongoing meetings with local 

authorities, residents' 

associations, parish and town 

councils, amenity groups, 

heritage organisations, education 

providers, business institutions 

and many more 

the proposals and opened new 

partnerships 

Noise A full noise assessment of the 

Site has been carried out, 

including a detailed survey 

establishing existing baseline 

acoustics of the Site at a number 

of different locations around the 

Site. Existing background noise 

levels are quite high due mainly 

to the continuous M40 road 

noise. The assessment provides 

separate analysis for both 

outdoor shows (including the 

night show) and pyrotechnics, 

which are proposed to be used 

towards the end of the night 

show for a very short duration 

Having modelled the potential 

noise impact from the Site, the 

relevant technical consultants 

have concluded that with 

appropriate mitigation, outdoor 

show noise (including 

pyrotechnics) will not result in 

significant adverse effects on 

nearby residential properties, 

which are some distance away 

Light A full lighting assessment of the 

Site has been carried out, 

evaluating the three main lighting 

effects: light spill, sky glow and 

glare 

During the daytime, there will be 

no discernible light impact. 

At night, there is already 

considerable impact from 

Bicester, Ardley, Cherwell Valley 

Services, the Viridor ERF, Junction 

10 etc, visible throughout the 

night. Existing woodland and 

mature trees as well as the new, 

dense landscaping, planted 

bunding etc will very largely 

screen the Site from local 

residents so it is likely that very 

little, if anything, will be 

specifically or individually 

noticeable to them. 
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The assessment concluded that 

any potential impact is thus not 

significant 

Air pollution There is no material impact on air 

pollution from the proposals. 

Despite claims from an 

opposition group, there is no 

adverse impact on the Site from 

the nearby Viridor ERF facility 

 

Livestock Puy du Fou will house many 

different animals on the Site, as 

they do at their Parks in France 

and Spain. There has been no 

evidence of adverse impact on 

their own animals, or any other 

animals housed near to either 

Park. It is considered that the 

situation will be the same for the 

UK proposals. Indeed, Puy du Fou 

works with many animal welfare 

organisations 

 

Jobs At opening, Puy du Fou UK will 

generate 700 direct jobs and an 

estimated 2000 indirect jobs. 

Once fully developed the Park 

will generate 2000 direct jobs 

and an estimated 6000 indirect 

jobs. The overwhelming 

percentage of these roles will be 

drawn from the local and 

regional economy 

Oxfordshire and the surrounding 

local authority areas are 

generally high employment and 

low unemployment areas. While 

some of this employment may 

inevitably come from out of area, 

Puy du Fou operates a strategy to 

ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ΨƭƻŎŀƭ Ƨƻōǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ Puy du Fou has forged a 

working relationship with the 

main local college education 

provider, Activate Learning, and 

are already working with them to 

shape their existing courses to 

feed the future Puy du Fou 

workforce. There is a neat 

synergy between the 300 job 

types needed and the existing 

courses already on offer at 
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!ŎǘƛǾŀǘŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

campuses. 

Furthermore, Puy du Fou has met 

with the local Jobcentre Plus 

explicitly to begin the 

conversation on how they can 

play a key part in addressing the 

small pockets of deprivation that 

do exist in what is an otherwise 

affluent area. Puy du Fou will 

work with Jobcentre Plus locally 

to target workless households 

and long term unemployed, even 

ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ ΨōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 

ǿƻǊƪΩ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭŀŎƪ 

the skills and training to easily 

access the jobs market. 

Puy du Fou has also already 

engaged with the two main 

unions that cover their area of 

business operations 

Investment Puy du Fou UK is a £600 million 

investment into the local and 

regional economy which will 

create employment, services and 

considerable local business 

growth 

Their track record in France and 

Spain demonstrates that, quite 

ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ tǳȅ Řǳ CƻǳΩǎ ƻǿƴ 

investment, when the Park 

opens, for every £1 spent inside 

the park, £3.20 is spent by 

visitors in the local economy, in 

local hotels, B&Bs, restaurants, 

cafes, bars and other retail. Puy 

Řǳ CƻǳΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

heritage locations as well. 

Puy du Fou also always aim to 

source their food and beverage 

offer locally. In France 70% of 

food served in the park comes 

from suppliers within 150km of 

the Site. Puy du Fou will work 

closely with local farmers, 

suppliers and artisans to ensure 
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maximum local economic impact 

and to showcase local products 

and expertise 

Puy du Fou experience Puy du Fou is not simply a 

developer; it is an operator of 

history-themed experiences. In 

France and Spain 65% of Puy du 

CƻǳΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ 

customers. Puy du Fou is 

therefore focused on making the 

visitor experience as seamless as 

possible. For example, their 

journey into and out of the park 

must be enjoyable and efficient. 

¢Ƙǳǎ tǳȅ Řǳ CƻǳΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ 

completely aligned with local 

residents 

 

Water ς connection  Puy du Fou and its design team 

have liaised with Thames Water 

which has no concerns about 

supplying mains water to the 

Site. No mains water supply is 

proposed from Bucknell. The 

supply will be connected and 

extended from existing mains 

supplies located at either (a) 

north of the Site near the 

junction of the B4100/The Green 

or (b) south of Elmsbrook near to 

the junction of the B4100/A4095. 

Mains water will be delivered 

from these existing mains 

supplies, stored on site and then 

repressurised for distribution and 

use onsite as/when required, 

thus having no peak impact on 

surrounding local villages 

As is normal, once the scheme is 

consented Thames Water will 

carry out a detailed modelling 

exercise and Puy du Fou may 

need to make a financial 

contribution to reinforce 

ΨǳǇǎǘǊŜŀƳΩ ƻŦŦǎƛǘŜ ¢ƘŀƳŜǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ 

facilities 

Water ς fresh   Potable (ie fresh water) usage has 

been minimised for sustainable 

consumption. Potable water will 

only be used for 
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hotels/restaurants, food 

preparation, drinking and 

washing 

Water ς wastewater  All wastewater (drained, flushed 

or otherwise captured) will be 

pumped to an onsite wastewater 

treatment plant (WWTP). Almost 

all the reused water will be used 

onsite for irrigation of the 

gardens and toilet flushing and 

other greywater uses. Some will 

be stored in onsite tanks and dry 

basins for dry periods. This is 

exactly the same system which 

has been in operation at Puy du 

CƻǳΩǎ French Park for many years 

and is very sustainable 

There will be no connection to 

the Bucknell pumping station and 

all wastewater will be retained 

onsite. Thus the only water 

leaving the Site will be excess 

rainwater after peak weather 

events 

Water ς rainwater  Locally, there is a very significant 

volume of rainwater annually 

The proposed system capacity is 

required to manage a 1 in 100 

year event plus a 40% climate 

change resilience. 

Rainwater will be harvested and 

managed/attenuated for slow 

release via dry basins onsite. 

Some will be used untreated (for 

irrigation), and some treated via 

the WWTP. 

By using the proposed extensive 

dry basins, rainwater will be 

stored onsite and any excess 

released in a controlled flow over 

time, unlike present huge peaks. 

The surveys show that the Site 

does not naturally flow into 

Bucknell village 

Energy Puy du Fou has an agreement 

from SSEN for the energy 

required for the early years of the 

tŀǊƪΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƻ ǘƻǇ ǳǇΣ tǳȅ 

du Fou will also be generating 
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significant energy from PV cells in 

the park. Once the current grid 

upgrade is complete, planned for 

the mid 2030s, Puy du Fou will 

then be able to secure 

committed agreement for when 

the Park is fully developed 

History accuracy History can be a sensitive topic; 

many historians have profoundly 

different views on specific 

historical events. In the film and 

TV industry, Ridley Scott, James 

Cameron and more recently 

Hilary Mantel in her Wolf Hall 

trilogy have been both acclaimed 

and criticised for their retelling of 

historical events or their 

portrayal of historical characters. 

There is also a separate but 

related argument between artists 

and historians who often argue 

about the difference between 

pure history and the creative 

licence artists need to portray a 

historical story in a format that 

works on stage or screen. Puy du 

CƻǳΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ is a 

hugely contentious issue of 

debate in France whereas it is 

rarely mentioned in Spain. The 

millions of annual visitors to Puy 

du Fou come to see amazing 

family entertainment based on 

history irrespective of academic 

debates 

The newly recruited all-British 

historianǎΩ advisory panel, 

described earlier in this report, 

will help Puy du Fou ensure that 

all the British history showcased 

in the Park is accurate. This is the 

same approach undertaken in 

Spain when Puy du Fou created 

their Spanish park, to much local 

acclaim 

Values Like any reputable company, Puy 

du Fou has an excellent track 

record of working positively with 

government and local authorities 

in France, in Spain and many 

other countries representing all 

political persuasions from Left to 

There have been some rather 

lurid and inaccurate allegations 

made by a small number of local 

opponents to the project. For the 

record, Puy du Fou has no links to 

Russia, nor does Puy du Fou have 
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Right. Puy du Fou neither 

criticises nor condones any 

political party or political 

organisation 

a religious or Right wing political 

agenda 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
 
Puy du Fou is an award-winning visitor attraction in France, and more recently in Spain, that is seeking to 

develop a site near Bicester. The unique nature of the organisation, the proposal itself and track record of 

wider national, regional and local benefits the Parks in France and Spain have generated have required a 

bespoke consultation strategy. 

This SCI has demonstrated a very through, ongoing and responsive programme of community engagement 

and consultation which has included in summary: 

¶ A consultation website, which has had well over 17,500 visitors throughout the pre-application 

consultation period to date 

¶ A series of consultation days in Bucknell, Bicester, Banbury, and Oxford, which had almost 800 

individual visitors 

¶ More than 250 meetings to date with stakeholders at national, county, district and parish level, and 

including transport, heritage, culture, business, education, labour, and amenity groups 

The public had many opportunities to view and comment on the plans as they evolved, through the project 

website or at one of the public exhibitions that were held in Bucknell, Bicester, Banbury, and Oxford. The 

pre-application public consultation was advertised extensively, with letters to the surrounding community, 

social media advertising, media coverage, and leaflets. Stakeholders were updated in writing throughout. 

People with an interest in the proposals were able to provide feedback through a variety of channels, 

including by web form, post, email, telephone, and directly to the project team. 

A very extensive series of stakeholder meetings were held to ensure that all relevant organisations and 

groups were able to view and comment on the proposals as it related to their area of interest. 

The feedback received was considered carefully by the applicant, and by the project design and technical 

teams. Put simply, the level of support from almost all the organisations met to date has been 

overwhelming. 

Engagement will not end with the submission of the Planning Application, and Puy du Fou intends to 

continue to work with the local community. Neighbours will have further opportunities to comment during 

the statutory consultation process following the submission of the application, as well as for any following 

reserved matters applications. 

Puy du Fou is fully committed to continuing and ongoing engagement with local stakeholders and residents. 
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APPENDICES 
 
 

Appendix A ς First consultation letter to residents 
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Appendix B ς Consultation notification letter delivery area 
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Appendix C ς Social media advert 
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Appendix D ς First consultation letter to stakeholders 
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Appendix E ς Media coverage in January 2025 

BBC 
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Oxford Mail 
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Appendix F ς First consultation website 
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Appendix G ς First consultation exhibition boards 

 

 

 












































































